BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC. 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17012 


RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 



> v 


HE-MONTH CU 

/ 


ENCLOSED IS THE ADVANCE REPORT 
ABOUT THE NEXT BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH 

IMPORTANT TO READ THIS DATED FORM 


©-10 


/ 


7e*DRN-«4017 


IN U..S.A. 


V 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Book-of-the* 
Month Club# Inc. 



f 

i 

*■ 

t 


MR TEED NELSON 

25 S SEVENTH AVE APT 

LA GRANGE IL 60525 


1 




B I D Featured 
M C Alternate 


The entertaining sequel to c Strictly ^Speaking 



. Edwin 

wwiimi 

| rH71¥ 

m v I 1 Hi 


l< >V .1 1, 


X 



Consistently 

first-rate fun . . . .The author of 
the witty best seller 
Strictly Speaking goes to the well 
once more — and returns brimming 
with wry observations." 

— Tublishers Weekly 


NBC photo 


ALSO AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION ... A fresh appraisal of P.E.T. 
— Dr. Thomas Gordon's revolutionary theory of child rearing — based on interviews 
with parents who have taken his course. SEE LAST PAGE FOR DETAILS 
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'Newman delivers a civil tongue-las \ 
to everyone who speaks un-strictly t 


W hat has happened to the mother tongue since 

Strictly Speaking ? Such words as input, out- 
put and thruput are impacting more than 

wisdom teeth. Detente is out and dialogue's in (preferably 
between consenting adults). Meaningful relationships 
have made way for mutual cooperation — unless the co- 
operees are engaged in eyeballing each other in a friendly 
confrontation. 

THE NAMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN' 

Typing pools have become word-processing centers. 
Classrooms are learning stations. Murder is an escalated 
interpersonal altercation. And the victim is buried in 
human interment space. Journalists are playing in the 
"major" league ( The New York Times finds "major mile- 
stone" fit to print), while politicians search for consensus 
(as long as it's broad or general). 

THE "IZE" HAVE IT 

The "un's" (uncotton, unleather, unreal) and the "non's" 
(non-dairy creamer) have become viable concepts. The 
proliferation of "ize" is especially astounding. (Among 
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What do 

Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, 
Time magazine and Mary 
Hartman have in common? 

1 T T igh crimes and misdemeanors" against 
JljL American language, alleges Edwin 
Newman. But they're certainly not the only of- 
fenders, as the following excerpts from A Civil 
Tongue will illustrate. 

Washington churns out its usual nonsense. 
The Chief of the United States Capitol Police 
posts a notice : "Vehicles will be parked chron- 
ologically as they enter the lot." 1975 models 
in this corner, and 1973 models over there. . . . 
United Press International quotes an assistant 
to Vice President Rockefeller: "Ford not only 
let the Rockefeller juggernaut come down from 
New York, but has us in his stable now." The 
juggernaut, which had to lower its head to get 
in, is given the stall next to the Ford band- 
wagon 

In Kansas City, Missouri, television viewers 
are told about "the heavy storm system that 
performed over our area last night." Music by 
Rossini. Businessmen chip in: "We have excep- 
tional game plan capabilities together with 
strict concerns for programming successful sit- 
uations." An airline stewardess urges her pas- 
sengers to "have a nice day in Cincinnati or 
wherever your final destination may be taking 
you." My final destination is taking me far 
away from game plans, capabilities, program- 
ming, and situations, there to have a nice day. 


A fresh look 
at the results of 
"a national movement”* 
to improve parent- 
child relations — 
featuring scores 
of case studies 
and interviews 


Dr. Thomas Gordon 



Action 


The New York Times 


M ore than 250,000 parents have now 
taken courses in Dr. Gordon's Parent 
Effectiveness Training and nearly 1 
million copies of his first P.E.T. book have been 
sold. How to explain this success? Obviously, 
many parents who have undergone P.E.T. be- 
lieve that its techniques really work— not only 
in helping them deal with everyday problems, 
from toilet training to teenage rebellion, but 
also in fostering a more cooperative and loving 
atmosphere in the home— and have spread the 
word to other parents. But precisely what hap- 
pened in such homes while the program was 
being followed— and after? 

Now Dr. Gordon, a clinical psychologist, 
takes a new look at P.E.T. on the firing line, 
focusing on the actual experiences of more 
than ninety families in which at least one par- 
ent was a graduate of his course. 

First, Dr. Gordon reviews (and expands) the 
basic P.E.T. philosophy and describes the spe- 
cific skills that parents must master to utilize 
the approach: Active Listening, I-Messages, 
No-Lose Conflict Resolution and more. Then, 
drawing on the experiences of graduates and 
their families— and often quoting their actual 
words— Dr. Gordon breaks important new 
ground. He pinpoints areas where parents seem 
to have the most trouble, suggests new situa- 
tions in which P.E.T. techniques can be useful 
and provides invaluable information for deal- 
ing with value conflicts— usually the most dif- 
ficult to resolve. 

"It has revolutionized our family life," said 
one mother of P.E.T. Thousands of other 
practitioners have had the same experience. 
For anyone concerned with raising more re- 
sponsible, loving and humane children. Dr. 
Gordon's new book will prove even more in- 
formative and practical than his first. 
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AN INFORMATIVE EXTRA* THIS MONTH 

...a highly useful guide to the world's major holidays, 
holy days, feasts, festivals and other celebrations 



A copy will be sent without charge 
to every member who takes the main Selection ... or 
any book (other than a Book-Dividend) listed in 
the accompanying issue of the Bo ok- of -the- Month. Club News 

*This should not be regarded as a Book-Dividend. All members 
taking a book will receive it, whether or not they have completed 
their original membership agreement. 
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SEE OTHER SIDE 


i Something to celebrate... 


1977 OXBRIDGE OMNIBUS 
OF HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES 
AROUND THE WORLD 


useful listing of major holidays in near- 
ly 300 countries and their dependencies 
throughout the world. For easy refer- 
ence, literally thousands of holidays — 
from Lent, Tet and Tomb-Sweeping 
Day to Rose Monday and Ramadan — 
are listed by country, state, name, date 
and definition. 

So whether you need a fact or two 
for days of the week tsf months of the about Tobago's Carnival, Chile's busi- 
year . . . ? ness hours, Buddhist holidays in India 

Now all this information (and reams or Farmer's Day in Florida, you'll find 

more) can be at your fingertips with this this sourcebook handy and invaluable. 



D o you know which countries cel- 
ebrate Mother's Day . . . when 
banks do business in Tokyo and 
Tehran . . . which nationalities observe 
Boxing Day and Blessed Rainy Day . . . 
when Bermuda's Cup Matches begin 
this summer . . . which Scandinavian 
country marks American Independence 
Day . . . why the Chinese have no names 
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AN IMPORTANT NEW Book-Dividend® THAT 
BELONGS IN THE LIBRARY OF EVERY 

READING FAMILY... 


Two of literature's 
greatest classics... in masterful 

translations by "the best living 
translator of Greek poetry into English" 


“Professor Lattimore has reanimated Homer for this generation, 

and perhaps for other generations to come" 

—The Times Literary Supplement (London) 

[Publishers' list prices total: $25.90] 
OBTAINABLE FOR 2 BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDITS PLUS $6 


SEE LAST PAGE FOR OTHER BOOK-DIVIDENDS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
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"'Richmond Lattimores complete Homer 
is indeed a splendid achievement... 
much the best translation there is of 
a great , perhaps the greatest , poet" 

—The New York Times Book Review 



REPORT BY GILBERT HIGHET 


T he Iliad and the Odyssey are the oldest 
complete poems in the Western world. 
No one knows for certain who com- 
posed them, or even whether they were writ- 
ten by one man, or two, or more. Some of the 
finest Greek temples and some great cathe- 
drals of the Middle Ages were planned and 
constructed by a succession of architects 
whose very names are lost. For these poems 
we have at least a traditional name, Homer; 
but the ancient Greeks themselves did not 
know exactly where "Homer" lived, or when. 
What they were sure of was that the two epics 
(although occasionally flawed) were works of 
unique genius. In this, nearly all later genera- 
tions (if they could read Homer in the origi- 
nal) have agreed with them. There are other 
noble epics in the Western languages— the 
Aeneid, the Divine Comedy , Paradise Lost. 
Some of them equal or surpass the Iliad and 
the Odyssey in certain ways; in others, all fall 
far behind. 

Homer is a supreme master of language. No 
poet except Shakespeare has ever been able 
to do so many things with words; and Shake- 
speare (unlike Homer) often mixes up beauty 
and silliness in a way that drives sensitive peo- 
ple to distraction. It is only recently that we 
have been able to understand more clearly 
where Homer's magnificent language comes 
from. It was partly produced and transmitted 
to him by hundreds of poets who sang epic 
songs during the centuries, before his birth. 
These minstrels could not read or write, but 
they knew many tales of heroic adven|uT@|| 
Their songs were in part memorized, in part 
rovised. They were composed, as it were, 
every time and suited to each occasion 







^ — 






wm 




iISfl 




t -■ ^ ^ ''s-. 

i ] 




of performance. To use in their improvising, 
they had scores of traditional formulas, de- 
veloped to fit into their rich and flexible 
meter: "rosy-fingered dawn," "swift-footed 
Achilles," "wily Odysseus." They had a stock 
of entire lines with which to bridge a gap or 
prepare for the next episode, like And it came 
to pass in the Bible. They had worked out 
many different patterns to describe certain 
recurrent events: the preparation of a feast, 
the arming of a warrior, the advance of an 
army, the lament for a dead hero. Homer, 
coming at the end of many centuries of suc- 
cessful experimentation and increasingly ver- 
satile improvisation, took over the skills of his 
myriad predecessors and infused into them 
his own creative and architectonic genius. 
Johann Sebastian Bach could improvise for 
two whole hours, using traditional material 
(a hymn-tune) and traditional patterns (choral 
prelude, trio, fugue) on an instrument, the 
organ, whose structure and technique had 
been elaborated by many previous musicians, 
and through his own genius bring into being 
a huge masterpiece of music. That is roughly 
how we should think of Homer composing 
the Iliad and the Odyssey. 

He is also a master psychologist. Again 
Shakespeare comes to mind. Shakespeare cre- 
ated more characters and more widely differ- 
ent characters; but none finer, none more 
intensely human. Nor are Homer's men and 
women conventional. They have many di- 
mensions and many internal conflicts. King 
Agamemnon looks noble and speaks grandly, 
but he is stubborn and shortsighted and suf- 
fers for it. Helen is beautiful and desirable but 
(as she herself says) a bitch. Achilles is hand- 
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some and strong and fearless, but detestably 
cruel until the very end of the Iliad , when he, 
unpredictably but understandably, changes. 
Odysseus is valiant and resourceful, and after 
almost endless wanderings and sufferings 
wins an all but impossible victory; but he lies 
a lot, and he weeps a lot. Readers in the ba- 
roque age, the era of palaces and periwigs, 
could not understand that or sympathize with 
it. For them, a king always had to be grand 
and serene, as faultless and emotionless as a 
marble bust. For us, however, the complexity 
and the imperfections of Homer's characters 
are among their principal charms. On a larger 
scale, and moving in a simpler (though not 
less cruel) world, they are men and women 
like us. 

Homer's two poems have been translated 
into English many times. They must be trans- 
lated again every time our language and our 
conceptions of poetic style and our apprecia- 
tion of Homer himself are radically changed. 
Pope, writing in the cool, neat, correct eight- 
eenth century, put them into five-beat rhym- 
ing couplets, which are elegant enough but 
keep interrupting the flow of Homer's narra- 
tive and the surging impetuous speeches of 
his heroes. It is hard to run in high heels. That 
swashbuckling poet Chapman, Shakespeare's 
admired contemporary, turned Homer into 
long, swinging seven-beat couplets, which, 
although rhyming, move far more freely than 
Pope's. (That is partly why his version was a 


revelation and an inspiration to young John 
Keats. "Then felt I like some watcher of the 
skies/When a new planet swims into his 
ken.") But he cut out sections he disliked and 
added little digressions of his own; and his 
language is partly obsolete, and his Homer is 
not ours. Until quite recently, Greekless read- 
ers who found Chapman archaic and Pope 
stilted had to make do with two prose ver- 
sions produced in the late nineteenth century 
by the Scottish poet and anthropologist An- 
drew Lang, with three learned collaborators: 
clear, and correct, and dignified, but in prose, 
which is not poetry, not even like poetry. 

Now Richmond Lattimore has enriched our 
literature with a fine translation of Homer into 
loose modern verse not hobbled by rhyme or 
restricted by convention. He knows Greek 
very well indeed, far better than most previ- 
ous translators; and he is not only a scholar 
but a good poet who has written some lovely 
lyrics. Therefore his version is correct, and it 
is also poetic. You should not expect it to be 
fully "modern" except in rhythmical struc- 
ture. Homer's language was sometimes diffi- 
cult for the "classical" Greeks themselves, in 
the same way that parts of the Hebrew scrip- 
tures contain strange unparalleled words and 
turns of phrase. Yet, for wise men and women, 
there is something noble in the antique. Mod- 
ern in technique, up-to-date in scholarship, 
Richmond Lattimore has in his translation of 
Homer preserved that nobility. 


THE ILIAD OF HOMER 

527 pages • Glossary • Introduction and Foreword by RICHMOND LATTIMORE 

THE ODYSSEY OF HOMER 

374 pages • Glossary • Introduction by RICHMOND LATTIMORE 
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NORTHERN ITALIAN COOKING 

By Francesco Ghedini 

A connoisseur's collection of 150 authentic North- 
ern Italian recipes. Besides such classic fare as 
Prosciutto e Melone, Cannelloni, Osso Buco alia 
Milanese and Zabaione, there are also a number 
of rarities like Sfogie in Saor (Marinated Fillet of 
Sole with Raisins and Pine Nuts) and Cappone 
Arroste con le Noci (Roast Capon with Walnut 
Stuffing) seldom or never encountered in English- 
language cookbooks. Illustrated. 

[Publisher’s list price: $7.95] 

FOR 1 CREDIT PLUS $1.75 

STANDARD HANDBOOK OF 
SYNONYMS, ANTONYMS & 
PREPOSITIONS 

By James C. Fernald, L.H.D. 

As useful as a dictionary. Contains 8000 synonyms 
and 3000 antonyms; also indicates the correct prep- 
ositions to use with many of the words listed. 

[Publisher’s list price: $7.95] 

FOR 1 CREDIT PLUS $2.25 

THE LAZY INDOOR GARDENER 
How to Take Care of Your House Plants 
with the Least Possible Effort 

By Roberta Pliner 

Everything the plant-lover-who-hates-to-work-at- 
it needs to know. Tells how to shop for and select 
plants that are both easy to care for and right for 
your home environment— also which plants to 
avoid. Offers a no-nonsense program of routine 
plant care plus clear, simple directions for doing 


those chores even lazy gardeners must occasionally 
face— fertilizing, repotting, pruning, controlling in- 
sect pests, etc. 

[Publisher’s list price: $7.95] 

FOR 1 CREDIT PLUS $2 

THIRTY YEARS OF BEST 
SPORTS STORIES 

Edited by Irving T. Marsh and 
Edward Ehre 

A unique lineup of thirty sports stories and thirty 
memorable sports photographs. Beginning with 
Red Smith's prize article on Notre Dame's gridiron 
loss to Navy in 1944 and ending with David Klein 
on the highly publicized Bobby Riggs-Billie Jean 
King tennis match, this anthology contains a mile- 
stone story and picture for each of the thirty years 
from 1944 to 1973. 

[Publisher’s list price: $9.95] 

FOR 1 CREDIT PLUS $2.50 

THE COLLECTOR’S GUIDE 
TO DOLLHOUSES AND 
DOLLHOUSE MINIATURES 

By Marian Maeve O’Brien 

Discusses the many different types of dollhouses, 
both antique and modern, available to the collector. 
Includes chapters on miniature furniture; minia- 
ture metallics; ceramic, porcelain and glass minia- 
tures; miniature art; miniature accessories. Also 
provides lists of notable collections and exhibits, 
craftsmen and dealers throughout the U.S. 231 
black-and-white photographs, 17 color plates. 

[Publisher’s list price: $13.95] 

FOR 1 CREDIT PLUS $3.75 


A shipping charge is added to all shipments. 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC. 



CAMP HILL, PENNSYLVANIA 17012 


PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Now Jtoailable... 

A FRANK AND FUNNY NOVEL 
OF LOVE AND ADULTERY IN EXURBIA 
BY ONE OF AMERICAS FINEST NOVELISTS 


MARRY ME 



PHN UPDIKE 




JOHN UPDIKE TRIUMPHANTLY RETURNS TO THE 
EROTIC LANDSCAPE OF HIS BEST-SELLING COUPLES 

T he time is 1962 and John F. Kennedy is president. The setting is an Eden- 
like fiefdom of Camelot named Greenwood, Connecticut. And the pro- 
tagonists (surely two of John Updike's more memorable creations) are 
Jerry Conant and Sally Mathias, who are deeply in love and planning to marry 
—save for the inconvenient fact that each is already married to someone else. 

Bittersweet and nostalgic, Jerry's and Sally's romance unfolds in the now 
all-but-forgotten world of the 1960s— "the twilight of the old morality"— where, 
as Jerry notes, "there's just enough to torment us, and not enough to hold us 
in." Around the nucleus of this story revolve the lives of their respective 
spouses, Ruth and Richard (who, it should be noted, have also enjoyed a brief 
fling at adultery themselves) . 

Following the twists and turns, problems and posturings of four likable 
people caught up in a sometimes painful, often funny situation, the author of 
Couples , Rabbit Redux and A Month of Sundays shows once again why he 
has become one of America's most popular novelists. 

PRICE: $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


A shipping charge is added to all shipments. 
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report by Clifton Fadiman 

E ^en the most Jacobinical among us finds 
it hard to repress the pleasure of reading 
about royalty. It is shamelessly human, 
evidencing the charm exerted by what is non- 
rational in important human affairs. After all, 
what could be more patently absurd, in a tech- 
nological age, than a king or a queen? In an in- 
stitution which, as Mr. Lacey says, “represents 
illogicality refined to a high degree,” what com- 
puter would assign any high quantitative value 

to the services of a constitutional monarch? Yet 

' • < '' '• '* 1 

a number of countries happily persist in support- 
ing their rulers in high style; and the human race 
as a whole seems no less happy to read about 
these glamorous relics. 

This is partly the basis of the extraordinary 
appeal of Majesty. For sheer old-fashioned 
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Robert Lacey 

-m mr • 

Maj esty 

ELIZABETH II 
AND THE 
HOUSE OF WINDSOR 


readability it proposes itself as one of the most 
recommendable books we have offered our mem- 
bers in many months. Indeed, your judges be- 
lieve that it is the best book on the fascinating 
subject of 20th-century royalty to come to their 
attention. 

But Mr. Lacey’s examination of the House of 
Windsor goes beyond the usual smarmy court 
biography. What makes this book distinctive is 
its fairness, its willingness to consider the claims 
of anti-monarchism, and the sharp cutting edge 
of its treatment of such unattractive royal per- 
sonages as, among others, the Duke of Windsor. 

What Elizabeth does and how she does it is 
interesting; but she herself (though a superior 
Hanoverian, which is faint praise) is not more 
than moderately so. Mr. Lacey quotes an astute 
remark by one of Elizabeth’s staff: “Our capital 



Portrait of Elizabeth II by Pietro Annigoni 


is stuffiness. We don’t exist to divert or convert 
people. We Are.” This may be put a bit more 
amiably: Elizabeth was, from the day her father, 
George VI, died at the age of 56, willing, even 
eager, to be an institution, for that was what most 
of her people wanted. She is the present head of 
u the least cultivated dynasty to rule over any 
nation in modern history.” She knows this, and 
makes no pretenses. Her virtues are not glamor- 
ous: the acceptance of responsibility, conscien- 
tiousness, a devotion to duty. She is— Mr. Lacey’s 
repeated phrase— “a good girl.” At the same 
time, her goodness— that is, her attachment to 
orthodox conduct— is quite different from the un- 
pleasant, narrow-minded, selfish rigidity of her 
great-great-grandmother Victoria, whom she re- 
sembles in other particulars, especially the ca- 
pacity “to be an inspiring old queen.” 


32 PAGES OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

Publisher's list price: $12.95 PRICE TO MEMBERS: $995 


M r. Lacey’s book, while focusing on Eliza- 
beth, paints a fascinating family por- 
trait. We have George V, who, as Duke of York, 
for seventeen years “did nothing at all but kill 
animals and stick in stamps.” (The telling phrase 
is Harold Nicolson’s.) Second in influence after 
her parents was Queen Mary. It would not have 
seemed possible for Queen Mary to compose an 
interesting sentence. But she could. Mr. Lacey 
quotes her major grievance with Hitler— that the 
man “spoke such abominable German.” There 
is a sensitive treatment of George VI, “Boy 
Scout of British monarchs,” a stammerer, far 
from bright, inhibited but decent, brave, impec- 
cable in his conduct during the war. There was, 
Mr. Lacey says, so much doubt, when George V 
died, of Elizabeth’s father’s competence that, 
according to some reports, it was planned to con- 
fer the crown on the youngest of George’s sons, 
the Duke of Kent. Had this occurred, there 
would have been no Elizabeth II and no book by 
Mr. Lacey. It was her father’s family that molded 
Elizabeth’s “formal public identity,” as her 
mother influenced her warmer, more personal 
aspect. 

E lizabeth’s marriage to Prince Philip of 
Greece was only in minor part dynastic. 
From all the evidence she fell in love with him 
when she was 13 and he 18. It took a little time, 
but the young girl’s resolution never wavered; 
and the union, as such unions go, appears to have 
been a happy one. (Mr. Lacey’s description of 
the wedding is a fine set piece.) While still re- 
taining his subordinate role, “a footstep behind 
his wife,” Philip has managed to make of him- 
self something a little more than a royal rep- 
resentative. He has injected into the house of 
Hanover— generally decorous, occasionally de- 
linquent— a small infusion of breezy directness 
and informality. 

What appears to be fresh treatment is given 
to Elizabeth’s childhood years; her education, 
largely by “Crawfie,” who, having published in- 
discreetly, is now taboo; Elizabeth’s handling of 
the Margaret Rose-Peter Townsend affair; her 
relations with Churchill (who may have been 



George V and Queen Mary, accompanied by their 
granddaughter. Princess Elizabeth, on their way to 
Westminster Abbey in June, 1934. Behind the King, 
his wife's lady-in-waiting, Mabell Lady Airlie. 



half in love with her), Macmillan, Home and 
Wilson; her calm riding out of the 1970 storm 
over the royal budget and expenditures; the royal 
tours; and the daily schedule, far heavier than 
that of most successful businessmen and never 
relieved by three-martini lunches. 

P erhaps the most interesting sections of the 
book deal not so much with Elizabeth her- 
self as with the effect on a young child of Edward 
VIII’s abdication. From the egregious conduct of 
her uncle she learned— and it was the most im- 
portant single lesson of her life— “how not to be- 
have when one is blessed with the sacred trust of 
monarchy.” Mr. Lacey, while well mannered 
and sticking to a cool recital of the facts— includ- 
ing those only recently uncovered— clearly sees 
Edward for what he was : self-indulgent and irre- 
sponsible in his youth and early middle age, 
something far worse than that in his postabdica- 
tion maturity. As for la Simpson, Mr. Lacey 
goes to the heart of the matter: “She had no idea 
of how to behave in the circle to which she so 
nakedly aspired.” Reading Mr. Lacey’s account 
of Windsor’s general behavior and then matching 
it with Simpson’s, one reaches the conclusion 
that they were made for each other. 
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Princess Elizabeth with her father at the Royal Lodge 
in Windsor, 1942. The Monarch's "boxes" are on the 
table at right. 



Queen Elizabeth walks past the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor as she arrives at Marlborough House on June 
7, 1967, to unveil a memorial plaque to the late 
Queen Mary. 




Readers of serious history are familiar with 
the documents that demonstrate the real peril 
England and her allies faced by virtue of Wind- 
sor’s fascist sympathies. It is useful to have the 
story rehearsed in a book intended for a wider 
public. In 1940, German agents contacted Wind- 
sor to suggest “collaboration.” These agents, on 
Ribbentrop’s instructions, discussed with him, 
over a two-week period, “the assumption of the 
English throne by the Duke and Duchess.” Ac- 
cording to these agents Windsor “had agreed 
upon a code word, upon receiving which he 
would immediately come back over.” The reader 
of Mr. Lacey’s cautious narrative may make up 
his own mind as to whether or not Windsor was 
prepared to become a quisling. The evidence 
hardly seems to favor him. 

At any rate his entire conduct was most useful 
to Elizabeth. It instilled in her a vivid realization 
of the meaning of a word her uncle was too shal- 
low to understand: integrity. “It has been Queen 
Elizabeth’s study since 1936,” writes Mr. Lacey, 
“to uphold all that the word implies.” 

rT is difficult for an American (and for many 

Englishmen) to accept the fact that Eliza- 
beth is what she is by an accident of birth; that 


she is perhaps the richest person in the realm; 
and that her main function is a representative 
one, requiring no great gifts of intelligence or 
leadership. And yet, as we read Mr. Lacey’s ac- 
count of the growth of her understanding of her 
role (“Being royal was living out a role, not act- 
ing it”), we begin to sense the English rationale 
of the concept of majesty. Mr. Lacey quotes a 
study of the queen’s coronation, made by two 
sociologists. One, an American, was surely no 
royalist. The other was a Labor Party man, con- 
ditioned to be skeptical of monarchy. They 
agreed in interpreting the coronation as “a great 
act of national communion.” 

Mr. Lacey’s book is based, of course, not on 
interviews with the queen (royalty does not grant 
interviews) but clearly on close acquaintance 
with the royal set as well as on previous docu- 
mentation. There is nothing official about it. In- 
deed there is a certain subtle edge to the treat- 
ment not only of Windsor but of Margaret Rose, 
Armstrong- Jones and other rather second-rate 
members of the royal entourage. Its main quality, 
perhaps, is that it satisfies our normal human 
curiosity about the nature, the daily life, the per- 
sonality, of a bona fide monarch triumphantly 
doing her thing in a nonmonarchical era. 
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B efore Robert Lacey began his 
research for Majesty, he con- 
sulted another author who had writ- 
ten about the British monarchy, An- 
drew Duncan. “He told me two 
things were absolutely necessary. I 
had to get myself some decent 
printed stationery for corresponding 
with people I wished to interview, 
and I must never, never go near a 
royal public relations officer because 
they exist only to keep the public at 
arm’s length. 

“A few days later 1 wandered into 
a London stationery shop and saw 
samples of letterheads printed for 
various Middle Eastern embassies. 
I thought they were a bit garish. The 
man said he would show me some- 
thing better if I promised not to tell 
anybody, and from a bottom drawer 
pulled out the notepaper for Wind- 
sor Castle. I told him mine had 
better not be exactly like that, but 
something pretty similar.” Lacey was 
off to a good start. 

Requests written on his discreetly 
impressive notepaper produced a 
few interviews. “I was lucky in that 
I began by talking to people about 
Edward VIIFs abdication. The nor- 
mal reticence of friends of the royal 
family doesn’t apply to this period, 
because the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor in their memoirs gave their 
own views, which don’t correspond 
at all to what others near the palace 
remember. This was my first entree 
and it led to a lot of introductions. 

i *- 1 

The English upper class have this 
wonderful habit of passing you on, 
if they trust you, from one to an- 
other. And I managed to avoid royal 
press officers until I was almost fin- 
ished with the book.” 

The 3 3 -year-old author and jour- 
nalist interviewed more than forty 
persons with intimate knowledge of 
the workings of the British mon- 
archy and the personality of the 
monarch. Because most of these 
conversations were off the record 
(not literally; they are on tapes se- 
curely cached in his agent’s safe), 
Lacey refuses to say who his sources 
were. But it is asserted in London’s 
publishing, political and court cir- 
cles that they include past and pres- 
ent cabinet members (four of whom 
have been prime ministers), almost 
everyone of influence in Bucking- 
ham Palace (who would not have 


ABOUT 

Robert Lacey 

BY JIM HICKS 

spoken to him without approval 
from the queen and some members 
of the royal family). 

One story with enough currency 
to secure a mortgage at the credibil- 
ity bank says that shortly after Lacey 
began work a trusted adviser of 
Elizabeth II, dining with the queen 
and Philip, told them of the author 
and his project. When the queen 
said she loathed having people write 
books about her, the adviser replied 
that Lacey already had his contract 
for the book, he was working hard 
and it might be wise to help him. 
“Yes, I suppose you’re right,” Eliza- 
beth allegedly conceded. “You’d 
better see Mr. Lacey, Philip.” 

“No, no,” Philip is said to have 
objected. “You know how I hate 
talking to journalists.” It is reported 
that Her Majesty prevailed. 

Lacey did not exactly turn white 
when I inquired as to the accuracy 
of such accounts as this (perhaps he 
is simply resigned to the impossibil- 
ity of keeping secrets in London), 
but he steadfastly declined confirma- 
tion. All he would acknowledge for 
(he record was that he did not inter- 
view the queen herself and that, 
while people very close to her had 
read his book and offered correc- 
tions of fact, the work was neither 
authorized nor approved by the pal- 
ace. Not much of a damaging ad- 
mission considering the well-known 
dreariness of palace-authorized 
biographies. 

Lacey’s background, by fate or 
happenstance, perhaps ideally quali- 
fies him to write a popular biogra- 
phy of Britain’s sovereign at this 
juncture in the nation’s history. He 
embodies several of the elements of 
national life that are now in painful 
transition. A middle-class boy edu- 
cated in state schools, he reached 
Cambridge University solely on 
merit. Failure to attain a first-class 
degree quashed his hopes of being 
an academic historian, and three 
unsuccessful campaigns for the pres- 
idency of the Cambridge Union-de- 
bating society and seedbed for future 
members of Parliament — shunted 
him away from politics. 


Instead he went to work for the 
Sunday Times and simultaneously 
made himself a visible figure, a 
pacesetter— let’s face it— a trendy 
on the swinging London scene. 
Lacey says all that is behind him 
now. He is the Swinging Sixties 
mover matured into the Sobered 
Seventies professional. But his 
trendy years, like his earlier and 
continuing commitment to history 
and politics, still serve him well. He 
knows what interests people. 

Now Lacey is into quality work- 
manship, as his two creditable biog- 
raphies of visible figures from an 
earlier Elizabethan age, the Earl of 
Essex and Sir Walter Raleigh, have 
demonstrated. For Majesty he func- 
tioned qs an intellectual vacuum 
cleaner, supplementing his extensive 
interviews with facts anc( ideas 
sucked up from books, diaries, mag- 
azine archives, newspaper clipping 
files and, some say, anyone unwary 
enough to retail a prized personal 
royal anecdote in his presence. He 
verified and reverified what he read 
and heard— discovering, incidentally, 
that what people told him in taped 
interviews was much more likely to 
prove true than were newspaper 
stories. 

Having “an instinctive mistrust of 
the mumbo jumbo of royalty,” he 
began his task with a “cool, hard, 
critical attitude.” He finished it with 
considerable respect for the queen. 
“She is an institution that matters 
to an enormous number of people 
and she works very, very hard to do 
her job. I’m still critical about one 
aspect: royal finances. It is not in 
her own interest in this era to be so 
wealthy and pay no taxes. That’s a 
time bomb.” 

Putting his money where his 
mouth is, the author insists that de- 
spite the large sums Majesty is gen- 
erating for him from throughout the 
world he will not exile himself from 
Britain to escape file country’s ex- 
cruciatingly high tax rates. “I 
couldn’t make money by writing 
about the queen,” Lacey says, “and 
then complain about paying her 
taxes.” 


Jim Hicks, a former correspondent 
for Life, is a free-lance writer who 
lives in England. 
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B Aiterr iate How the wily old "backwoods philosopher" 

from Philadelphia won the most decisive battle of the American Revolution 


Triumph in Paris 




David Schoenbrun 


December, 1776 : "Ail Paris was buzzing about 
the arrival of the famous Dr. Franklin. 


// 


TJaris would continue to buzz about the color- 
A ful American diplomat for the next nine 
years. About his deliberately quaint mode of 
dress (fur hats "a la Franklin ' were all the 
rage). About his flirtations with elegant court 
ladies (who called him "cher papa "). About 
his artful sallies against the British ambassa- 
dor, Lord Stormont. About his friendships 
with Europe's most distinguished savants. 
And, above all, about his eloquent pleading on 
behalf of the American cause. 

In this new biography David Schoenbrun 
offers a fascinating study of Benjamin Frank- 
lin's seemingly impossible mission to Paris— 
for could he really expect to win the autocratic 
French court over to the side of American 
revolutionaries? Using, among other sources. 


Franklin's letters and journals and materials 
from the archives of the French foreign office, 
Schoenbrun shows how Franklin— surrounded 
by spies, plagued by quarrelsome colleagues 
and frustrated by the intricacies of European 
power politics— still managed to gain arms and 
allies for the fledgling United States. 

While focusing on the events of the French 
court, Schoenbrun also keeps the reader 
abreast of parallel developments in America 
and Europe which, all too frequently, made 
Franklin's task more difficult— and his eventual 
victory an even greater triumph. 

David Schoenbrun was chief correspondent 
for CBS in Paris and Washington for almost 
twenty years. He is the author of As France 
Goes and The Three Lives of Charles de Gaulle. 


420 pages * index • bibliography 

[Publisher's list price: $15] PRICE TO MEMBERS: $10.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 



Jim Kalett 



I ate one night about fifteen years ago, when Burt 
Britton was managing a saloon in Greenwich 
.J Village, he asked one of his customers to 
draw a self-portrait on a napkin. The customer was 
Norman Mailer. Britton now works in a Greenwich 
Village bookstore and he is still getting writers to 
draw pictures for him. A collection of over 700 of 
them— called Self-Portrait — has just been published. 

“I still don’t know why I asked Mailer to draw 
himself,” Britton said the other day as we talked in 
the crowded basement of the Strand Bookstore. 
“Why didn’t I ask him to play tennis or to autograph 
a book? You’ve got me, but that started it all. Of 
course when you start asking Why? you can go any- 
where. Why did Janet Flanner draw herself as a 
Christmas tree; or Susan Sontag, as a star? Nelson 
Algren drew a cat, what do you think that means? 
When Borges was here he said he’d like to draw a 
maze but he didn’t know how. Beautiful man. I got 
him a chair to sit on to do his drawing. He was the 
first writer who came down here to draw who sat 
down to do it. He’s blind, you know. When I leave 
this place that chair goes with me.” 

You get the impression that Britton has never 
talked to anyone who hasn’t published a book. “I 
just kept the pictures for the fun of it, but Anais Nin 
said I should publish them. I said that the writers 
wouldn’t like it. She said they would, so I asked the 
next ten writers I saw and they all went for it. Most 
of the drawings have been done right here, on top 
of packing cases, although when I knew I was going 
to publish I began writing to people and asking for 
self-portraits. Take Eudora Welty. There’s not much 
chance in the world that Eudora Welty is going to 
wander into the Strand, so I wrote to her and she 
sent me a beauty. J. D. Salinger sent my request 
back with ‘Refused’ stamped on it. I respect his not 
wanting to do one, but I wish he had read my letter. 
I got Gwendolyn Brooks at a Hertz Rent-a-Car 
counter in the Providence, Rhode Island, airport, 
and she did a beauty. A beautiful woman. The only 


writer I ever asked in person who refused me was 
Donald Barthelme, but then he came up with a 
drawing his daughter did of him, and I took it. 

While we were talking a young poet, whose first 
book will be published next year, was sitting in 
Borges’ chair hard at work on a self-portrait. 
Britton kept sneaking peeks at her progress from 
behind a pile of books. “She’s slow,” he mouthed 
in an elaborate stage whisper. “Most of them just 
take a few seconds. They might do them over and 
over, but each picture usually takes just a few sec- 
onds. John Gardner has the world’s record. He 
worked on his for almost an hour.” Gardner’s is a 
complex jungle scene more or less in the style of the 
French primitive painter Rousseau. “The thing that 
surprises me is how many nude drawings I’ve got, 
especially of men. Bare-breasted women, you kind 
of expect that. But I’ve been getting a lot of penises 
in here. Who would have thought it? I guess they 
figure if they’re going to expose themselves they 
might as well expose themselves.” 

The poet finished and gave Britton her picture 
as though she were a student turning in an exami- 
nation paper. “A beauty, a real beauty,” Britton 



Truman Capote, from Self-Portrait 

said, and she hurried away. “She’ll be back,” Britton 
said, again in a stage whisper, and before she got to 
the stairs she did turn around and come back. She 
wanted to tear up her drawing. “They all say that,” 
he told her. “Even Tennessee Williams.” “Tell her 
it’s a beauty,” he said to me. “It’s a beauty,” I said. 
“One of the best,” Britton said. “Look, if you want 
to, come back tomorrow and try again, but I’ll keep 
this one for now.” She left. “She won’t be back, I’ll 
bet you on that, and it is one of the best, you know.” 

Before I left Britton took me on a quick tour of 
the store. “This really is my home,” he said. “You 
could bring Dostoevsky in here, and I could deal 
with him.” ( Continued on page 22) 
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"This is a great big jack-in-the-box of a book . . . ripe with the pure 

hoary virtues of storytelling. . . . It's too good not to be believed!" 

—Chicago Daily News 


from a review by Kay Mussell in the Washington Star 
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T o State University in State City 
one summer comes a rich variety 
of musicians and theater people to 
mount a production of an original 
opera entitled $4000, with libretto and 
score by two university faculty mem- 
bers. Of the twenty important charac- 
ters, some are local faculty and stu- 
dents and some are professionals 
brought in by the university for the 
production. The structure of Now 
Playing at Canterbury is the "pilgrim- 
age" of the characters from the hiring 
of the director to the aftermath of 
opening night. 

But this is only the structure, for as 
the characters begin to know one 
another and become involved with 
each other . . . they tell each other tales 
—and what wonderful tales they are! 
Reminiscent of Chaucer in their bawd- 
iness, humor and affectionate toler- 
ance of the foibles of modern man, the 
tales are as diverse as the characters 
who tell them. . . . All reveal individual 
characters as the group slowly coheres, 
alliances are made and broken, contro- 
versies surface and die, love affairs 
begin and end. . . . 

Like Chaucer, Bourjaily's affection for his characters is tangible. He recognizes 
their failures, petty triumphs and foibles, but lets them remain ultimately sympa- 
thetic. . . . Bourjaily's novel is bawdy, funny, intense and moving. It deserves to 
be read. 

"A stunning accomplishment, a masterpiece . . . flawed only by the fact that it, 
like Chaucer's Tales , must end." —Cleveland Plain Dealer 

"Now Playing at Canterbury is the novel Vance Bourjaily's career has promised 
us. . . . It will be read and remembered." —The New York Times Book Review 
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[Publisher's list price: $10] PRICE TO MEMBERS: $8.95 
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Other Book-of-the-Month Club Selections and Alternates 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT— IN SOME CASES TWO CREDITS— 

WILL BE GIVEN WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY OF THESE BOOKS 

[A shipping charge is added to ail shipments.] 



VOYAGE: A Novel of 1896 

by Sterling Hayden 

January Selection. This great sea adventure tells of 
the maiden voyage of the Neptune’s Car, a steel 
square-rigger bound from Maine for San Francisco 
with a cargo of coal and a crew of brutal, violent 
men who threaten to mutiny. “A riveting 736-page 
windjammer yarn evoking Dana, Melville, Conrad, 
Jack London” — Clifton Fadiman. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $9.95 

THE FACE OF BATTLE 

by John Keegan 

December Selection. A “wise and sympathetic” book 
shedding fresh light on the emotions, humors, splen- 
dors and miseries of soldiers in battle. Reviewing par- 
ticularly the experiences of those who fought in three 
major engagements centuries apart — Agincourt, Wa- 
terloo and the Somme — Mr. Keegan, who teaches at 
Sandhurst, England’s Royal Military Academy, de- 
picts the common elements facing all fighting men 
under attack. “Illuminated all through by the cool 
light of intelligence” — Gilbert Highet. 

(Pub price: $10.95) Price to Members: $8.95 

BLIND AMBITION: The White House Years 

by John Dean 

November Selection. The long-awaited inside account 
by John Dean — former White House counsel to 
Richard Nixon and star witness at the Ervin Commit- 
tee hearings — of the Watergate affair. “John Dean’s 
highly personalized story of Watergate and its at- 
tempted cover-up is downright dynamite. . . . The 
characterizations are devastating, the insider’s gossip 
wicked and clever” — Publishers Weekly. 

( Pub price: $ 1 1 . 95 ) Price to Members : $9.95 

ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL, 

1939-1941 

The Partnership That Saved the West 

by Joseph P. Lash 

Based largely on materials previously unpublished, 
this study by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 
Eleanor and Franklin examines the unique relation- 
ship which developed between Roosevelt and Church- 
ill during the crucial war years from 1939 to 1941 
when England struggled for survival. Photographs. 
“A splendid work — incisive in its analysis, compelling 
in its narrative, sensitive in its judgments” — Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $10.95 


MARGARET MITCHELL’S 
GONE WITH THE WIND LETTERS, 
1936-1949 

Edited by Richard Harwell 

In this remarkable collection of letters written to 
friends, critics and publishing and movie executives 
between 1936 and 1949, Margaret Mitchell tells what 
it was like to be the author of this century’s biggest 
best seller. Photographs. “From book to movie to 
lawsuit to mountains of fan mail makes a whopping 
yarn full of book lore and Mitchell lore — all of it 
fresh, alive, engaging and not gone with the wind 
after all” — Publishers Weekly. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $10.95 

THE TOLKIEN COMPANION 

by J. E. A. Tyler 

The perfect traveling companion for voyagers to the 
perilous and enchanted realms of Middle-earth. Con- 
tains almost every known fact, name, “foreign” word, 
date and etymological allusion given in J. R. R. Tol- 
kien’s The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, The Ad- 
ventures of Tom Bombadil and The Road Goes Ever 
On — all arranged alphabetically for easy reference 
and for hours of fascinating browsing. Maps, charts, 
genealogies. Cross-referenced. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $9.95 

MICHELANGELO: Paintings • Sculptures • 

Architecture by Ludwig Goldscheider 

Fifth Edition (1975) of the only book to reproduce 
all of Michelangelo’s work apart from his drawings. 
Contains 400 illustrations (10 in full color) plus a 
brief biography and a commentary, with updated 



bibliographical notes, on each of the plates. Appen- 
dixes discuss the lost works of Michelangelo, works 
which have been attributed to him and wax and clay 
models of his sculptures. 266 pages, 9" x \2 l A". two 
Book-Dividend Credits given. 

(Pub price: $19.95) Price to Members: $17.95 
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THE RIGHT AND THE POWER 
The Prosecution of Watergate 

by Leon Jaworski 

In this fascinating memoir, Special Prosecutor Leon 
Jaworski discusses aspects of the Watergate investiga- 
tion never made public before — including his plea- 
bargaining sessions with John Ehrlichman and H. R. 
Haldeman, his struggles for the White House tapes, 
and the reasons for his much-criticized decision not 
to challenge the Nixon pardon in court. “The ‘final 
word’ on Watergate” — Washington Star. 

(Pub price : $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 

LOVERS AND TYRANTS 

by Francine du Plessix Gray 

A poignant, erotic novel about a woman’s journey to 
self-discovery. Francine du Plessix Gray, a frequent 
contributor to the New Yorker and other magazines, 
tells the story of an aristocratic woman whose search 
for the love that was denied her as a child cannot be 
satisfied either by an apparently happy marriage or 
by a series of affairs. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

MY SECOND TWENTY YEARS 

An Unexpected Life by Richard P. Brickner 

Brickner was a promising sophomore at Middlebury 
College when he flipped over in an MG and broke 
his neck. Suddenly at the age of 20 he was forced to 
begin life again, only this time as a cripple. My 
Second Twenty Years is the story of that new life 
— of learning to make his own way in the world, 
learning to love and, underlying both, learning to live 
in a wheelchair. “A beautiful, haunting document” — 
Publishers Weekly. $7.95 

SLAPSTICK or LONESOME NO MORE! 

by Kurt Vonnegut 

Another wonderfully wacky tour-de-farce by the best- 
selling author of Slaughterhouse Five and Breakfast 
of Champions. The story of a seven-foot-tall, 100- 
year-old man who lives in the ruins of the lobby of 
New York’s Empire State Building, this novel, accord- 
ing to Vonnegut, “is the closest I will ever come to 
writing an autobiography.” “A zany, satirically sure 
novel by a writer who joyously knocks reality off the 
rails” — Mordecai Richler. $7.95 

HARRY BROWNE’S COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO SWISS BANKS 

The author of the best-selling You Can Profit from 
a Monetary Crisis tells how you can profit from a 
Swiss bank account. In this comprehensive investor’s 
handbook, financial expert Browne covers virtually 
all phases of Swiss banking: choosing a bank, open- 
ing and maintaining an account and managing your 
funds for profit, privacy and safety — whether you 
have $100 or $1 million to invest or deposit. 40-page 
appendix. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 


THE THIRTEENTH TRIBE: The Khazar 
Empire and Its Heritage 

by Arthur Koestler 

Are the majority of today’s Western Jews Semites? 
Or are they descendants of a “thirteenth tribe”? Ac- 
cording to Arthur Koestler, author of Darkness at 
Noon, millions of Jews are the offspring of an ancient 
Turkish tribe, the Khazars, who were converts to 
Judaism and who settled mainly in Russia and Poland 
around the thirteenth century. “Excellent ... as read- 
able as it is thought-provoking ” — The New York 
Times Book Review. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

THE CLASSIC FAIRY TALES 

Edited by Iona and Peter Opie 


Chosen by The New York Times as one of 1974’s 
Ten Notable Children’s Books. Twenty-four of the 
world’s best-loved fairy stories, among them Beauty 



and the Beast and Hansel and Gretel, presented as 
they first appeared in English and enhanced by the 
illustrations — many in full color — of George Cruik- 
shank, Kate Greenaway, Arthur Rackham and others. 
(All ages) 

(Pub price: $13.95) Price to Members: $11.95 


THE SEVENTH POWER by James Mills 

In this latest novel by the author of Report to the 
Commissioner, two Princeton seniors and a dan- 
gerous young felon hold New York City at bay with 
a homemade A-bomb. The name of their game is 
nuclear blackmail. “One of the most exciting novels 
I have ever read ... it is like being lowered by a 
frozen rope into the mind of tomorrow” — Richard 
Condon. “A documentary story which never cools to 
room temperature ” — Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

THE ACTS OF KING ARTHUR AND 
HIS NOBLE KNIGHTS by John Steinbeck 

Malory’s Morte Darthur as retold by John Steinbeck. 
For years until his death in 1968, the author of The 
Grapes of Wrath worked intermittently on translat- 
ing the Arthurian legend into the “American lan- 
guage.” The seven tales he completed are published 
here for the first time, together with his correspond- 
ence about the project. Steinbeck based his retellings 
on the 15th-century Winchester manuscript of 
Malory. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 
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THE GLORY BOYS by Gerald Seymour 

Another exciting thriller by the highly praised author 
of Harry’s Game. David Sokarev, Israel’s leading 
nuclear scientist, is scheduled to arrive in London on 
Monday. On Tuesday, he is scheduled to die. British 
Security has only seventy-two hours to identify the 
would-be assassins, track them down and put them 
out of action. $7.95 

FIRE AND ICE: The Story of 
Charles Revson — the Man Who Built 
the Revlon Empire by Andrew Tobias 

A “corrosive, witty and devastatingly frank portrait” 
of Charles Revson, womanizer, woman-hater, ego- 
maniac, eccentric and ruthless entrepreneur, who 
climbed to the top of the American cosmetics indus- 
try. New York magazine writer Andrew Tobias 
traces Revson’s ascent to corporate power and his 
years as Revlon’s multimillionaire chief mogul. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 

THE RAPE OF THE NILE: Tomb Robbers, 
Tourists and Archaeologists in Egypt 

by Brian M. Fagan 

A lavishly illustrated archaeological whodunit telling 
in graphic detail of exploiters who have looted the 
treasures of ancient Egypt — and also of archaeolo- 
gists who have worked to preserve them. The ex- 
ploiters include obelisk-stealing Romans, museum 
curators, travelers, mummy traders and treasure 
hunters. “A handsome offering for archaeological 
buffs” — Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price : $14.95) Price to Members: $11.95 

PORTRAITS IN THE WILD: Behavior Studies 
of East African Mammals 

by Cynthia Moss 


A fascinating illustrated introduction to the complex 
societies of the African elephant, giraffe, zebra, black 
rhinoceros, baboon, lion, cheetah, leopard and six 



species of antelope. Explains in graphic detail court- 
ship and mating habits, feeding patterns and predator- 
prey relationships, birth processes and rearing habits, 
as well as the place of each species in the total eco- 
system of East Africa. Illustrated with 36 pages of 
photographs, some in full color. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


THE BOOK OF HOPE 

How Women Can Overcome Depression 

by Helen A. De Rosis, M.D., and 
Victoria Y. Pellegrino 

A practical, self-help book for the 8 million men and 
women who suffer each year from chronic, low-grade 
depression. Includes a detailed examination of the 
causes and symptoms of this often-undiagnosed ill- 
ness (which, incidentally, strikes more than twice as 
many women as men), and practical prescriptions 
for overcoming it. 

(Pub price: $9.95 ) Price to Members: $8.95 

FINDING MY FATHER 

by Rod McKuen 

In this poignant autobiography, the best-selling poet 
tells of his lifelong search for the father he never 
knew. In describing his quest, McKuen also recalls 
his lonely childhood and youthful wanderings and his 
later successes as a singer, musician and writer. Illus- 
trated with photographs, many from the author’s per- 
sonal collection. Contains a selection of song lyrics 
and poems (some written especially for this volume). 

$7.95 

CATCH A FALLING SPY 

by Len Deighton 

Another action-packed spy thriller by the best-selling 
author of The Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin. 
Someone is leaking classified information about 
America’s military electronics program to the Soviet 
Union. Following a lead supplied by a Russian de- 
fector, Mickey Mann of the CIA and Frederick 
Antony of British Intelligence soon find themselves 
playing a dangerous game of hide-and-seek in which 
losing also means dying. $7.95 


A SEA-CHANGE by Lois Gould 

An escape novel unlike any you have read before. It 
is the story of an attractive young wife and mother 
who has been the victim of a brutal assault. Fleeing 
the city in terror, she seeks refuge on a remote island 
where a devastating hurricane almost overwhelms her 
daughters and herself. Finally, her marriage deteri- 
orating, her sexual compass gone awry, she under- 
goes a “sea change” so profound and unexpected that 
no reader will forget the novel’s denouement. By the 
author of Such Good Friends. $6.95 

A CHARLES DICKENS CHRISTMAS 
A Christmas Carol/The Chimes/ 

The Cricket on the Hearth 

A beautiful edition of Charles Dickens’ most beloved 
“Christmas Books,” which he wrote especially for the 
Yuletide seasons between 1843 and 1848. Illustrated 
with thirty-five original drawings in color wash by 
the noted artist and designer Warren Chappell, this 
volume includes tales of ghosts and goblins and a 
cricket that chirps up at a crucial moment. 

(Pub price: $14.95) Price to Members: $11.95 
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The Book-of-the-Month Club Also Recommends 


Reported upon here are newly published books that were enjoyed or 
considered important by our editorial staff. The Club will be happy to 
obtain for members, upon request, any books reviewed on this page. 


N ina Case was one of the few girls allowed to 
enter medical school in Chicago in 1903. In 
time she became Nina Price, M.D., the first woman 
doctor many rural Pennsylvanians had ever seen. 

By the end of her long life in 1974 she was revered 
by three generations and had been named Pennsyl- 
vania Woman of the Year. Dr. Nina and the 
Panther ($8.95), a biography by Shirley P. Wheeler, 
one of her daughters, is a refreshing story of a life 
full of the old-time virtues. As a child Nina had 
lived with an intensely religious mother in numbing 
poverty in the mountains of Pennsylvania. Mother 
prayed and awaited the Second Coming while 9- 
y ear-old Nina gathered chestnuts by the sack and 
carried them to barter for staples with a grocer some 
ten miles away. Local Seventh-Day Adventists, 
quick to recognize Nina’s gifts, made it possible for 
her to get an education and helped her through 
medical school. Later, convinced that she was being 
exploited and manipulated, the young physician 
broke with the sect and settled down as a horse-and- 
buggy doctor. Her life became a rich one, filled 
with her own children and with waifs in trouble, 
marked by kitchen-table appendectomies and such 
crises as the 1917-18 influenza epidemic. Eventu- 
ally it was over the mountains and through the ££ 
woods in a battered jalopy propelled by Dr. Nina as 
if it were the “Spirit of St. Louis.” Mrs. Wheeler 
complicates her narrative now and then with touches 
of personal moralizing, but her book is an affec- 
tionate picture of a remarkable woman and a pleas- 
ant, old-fashioned read.— Nancy Sawyer 

T he Alice of a handsome book called Alice's 
World ($19.95) is not Lewis Carroll’s Alice but 
the late Miss Alice Austen of Staten Island, whose 
wet-plate photographs taken long ago, when Staten 
Island was among Manhattan’s genteel suburbs, 
have only recently come to public notice. Ann 
Novotny has researched Miss Austen’s life with 
what seems to be exemplary patience and come up 
with a narrative both touching and fascinating. The 
rambling old Austen homestead, “Clear Comfort,” 
which faced the Narrows; the comfortable, semi- 
rural life led by such Staten Island gentry as the 
Austens in the 1870s, 1880s and 1890s; Alice’s in- 
troduction to photography when she was still a girl 


and her energetic pursuit of the craft at a time when 
well-to-do unmarried females were supposed to 
pour tea or at most to play a little tennis; the octo- 
genarian tragedy which overtook her and darkened 



Alice Austen at “Clear Comfort,” 1893. A self-portrait. 


her days at the end-all these matters are well cov- 
ered in Miss Novotny’s text and superbly illustrated 
with reproductions of more than 170 Austen photo- 
graphs. This is authentic American social history of 
a very rare and special kind.— G. C. Hedge 

e hate poor people like the Russians. We love 
rich people like the Americans. They’ll give 
us things,” an Egyptian agronomist moonlighting as 
a chauffeur told Hans Koning, author of A New 
Yorker in Egypt ($10.95). Mr. Koning went to 
Egypt in the fall of 1975, eager to get away from 
American editorials and newspaper headlines, hop- 
ing to relax and “go backward in time.” His book 
shows that he didn’t entirely succeed, but it is a 
shrewd and readable account of what he found. 
The extent to which the average Egyptian feels he 
can ignore patriotism and the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and concentrate on business-as-usual may surprise 
American readers. Whether describing the snob- 
bishness of faded aristocrats at the Gezira Sporting 
Club or the only live call to prayer to be heard 
(amplified calls generally blast from loudspeakers), 
Mr. Koning has an eye for ironic detail. His picture 
of modern Egypt as a land where everybody ex- 
pects somebody else to come along and provide an 
easy, glamorous existence is both thought-provok- 
ing and disturbing.— Elizabeth Easton 
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SEXUAL LOVING: The Experience of Love 

by Joseph and Lois Bird 

An understanding, utterly frank guide to improving 
sexual relationships— written by a married couple 
expressly for married couples. Sexual anatomy, sex- 
ual fantasies, acts and positions, orgasm, oral and 
anal sex, birth control and sexual problems are dis- 
cussed in detail. “Surely one of the most beautifully 
written books in its field to fate”— Publishers Weekly. 

$7.95 

KINFLICKS by Lisa Alther 

A funny, affecting, acute novel of an American 
mother and daughter in the last third of the twentieth 
century. “Certain to be one of the most talked- about 
books of the year Publishers Weekly. “[Contains] 
the best 100-or-so pages on adolescent mores an4 
attitudes, sex and sensibilities since Salinger took us 
on Holden Caulfield’s journey” — Saturday Review. 
“A strong, salty, original talent” — Doris Lessing. 
(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


WYETH AT KUERNERS 
by Betsy James Wyeth 

A richly illustrated volume of Andrew Wyeth’s work 
—filled with superb reproductions of hundreds of 
drawings, watercolors and drybrush and tempera 
paintings never published before— that vividly dem- 
onstrates how a great artist transforms rough studies 
into finished works of art. 370 reproductions, 160 in 
magnificent full color; 336 pages. Actual size: 13" x 
10". two Book-Dividend Credits given. 

(Pub price: $60.00) Price to Members: $50.00 


THE KOBRA MANIFESTO by Adam Hall 

Filled with fast-paced action and heart-pounding 
suspense, this novel by the author of The Quiller 
Memorandum and The Tango Briefing pits Quiller, 
British intelligence’s top agent, against a group of 
political terrorists who have devised a seemingly fool- 
proof plan to sabotage the world’s critical balance of 
power. “Hall is the unchallenged king of the spy 
story”— Buffalo News. 


THE EASTER PARADE 

by Richqrd Yates 

This compelling novel focuses on Emily Grimes, a 
woman who finds herself at middle age having to 
learn to cope with an unsuccessful marriage, an un- 
satisfying career and a life whose meaning has always 
eluded her. “Few men since Flaubert have offered 
such profound sympathy to women whose lives are 
hell”— Kurt Vonnegut. 


THE RISE AND FALL OF THE THIRD 

REICH by William L. Shirer 

Over the years, William Shirer’s landmark study of 
Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany has proved to be the 
Club’s most popular Selection. This brilliant 1200- 
page account traces the history of the Third Reich 
from Hitler’s early days in Vienna through his years 
as Fiihrer to his death in Berlin in 1945. “Reads like 

a murder mystery (which, in a sense, it indeed is)” 

John Gunther. By the author of 20th Century Journey. 
two Book-Dividend Credits given. 

(Pub price: $17.50) Price to Members: $13.95 

20TH CENTURY JOURNEY: A Memoir of a 
Life and the Times The Start: 1904-1930 
by William L. Shirer 

The first volume of memoirs by the author of The 
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich is as much history 
as autobiography. The Iowan journalist recounts his 
“journey” from Main Street, U.S.A., to the Left Bank 
of Paris and his early years as a foreign correspond- 
ent for the Chicago Tribune. 20th Century Journey 
spans only twenty-six years, but they were incredibly 
rich years for the young Shirer. Between 1925 and 
1930, when the forces of World War II were taking 
shape, he covered each of the major European capi- 
tals and met the leading figures in politics, literature 
and theater. Photographs. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


NOT SO WILD A DREAM 
A Personal Story of Youth and War 
and the American Faith 

by Eric Sevareid 9 With a new introduction 
by the author 

“Among the finest of autobiographies of American 
correspondents”—^ tlantic Monthly. A newly reissued 
edition of Eric Sevareid’s best-selling memoir, first 
published in 1946, about life in America before and 
during World War II. “One of the significant Ameri- 
can documents of our time”— Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 
“A permanent classic of American journalism”— 
Theodore H. White. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $10.95 

THE MEMOIRS OF A SURVIVOR 

by Doris Lessing 

A new novel— a “brilliant fable”— by the author of 
The Golden Notebook. In the not-too-distant future, 
in an unnamed city ominously resembling New York, 
a woman and a young girl who has been left with 
her struggle to survive in a disintegrating society. 
Extraordinary and compelling. . . . Doris Lessing 
has written a visionary’s history of the future”— 
Time. “Intriguing and haunting”— Publishers Weekly. 

f $6.95 

THE ADVENTURE OF BIRDS 

by Charlton Ogburn 

The author of The Winter Beach details the facts of 
ornithology: the design of a feather, the rituals of 
courtship and mating, the construction of nests, the 
care of the young, the seasonal migrations. But he 
explains these in the context of a larger story — the 
even envy, with which man has always 
viewed tjie free flight of birds. “Clearly a labor of 
love Audubon. Illustrated with 16 full-page draw- 
ings by Matthew Kalmenoff. 

(Pub price: $10.95) Price to Members: $8.95 
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THE FAMILY ARSENAL by Paul Theroux 

“Respectfully but firmly stands Graham Greene’s The 
Quiet American on its head” — Wilfrid Sheed. A taut 
thriller about an American ex-diplomat whose in- 
volvement with a London-based terrorist group even- 
tually leads him into a frightening world of violence 
and murder. By the author of The Great Railway 
Bazaar. “Tightly plotted, terribly evocative” — Daily 
Telegraph (London). 

(Pub price : $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


ROSS MACDONALD SELECTS 
GREAT STORIES OF SUSPENSE 

A connoisseur’s collection of mystery, murder and 
mayhem, featuring such master storytellers as 
Graham Greene, Dick Francis, Dashiell Hammett, 
Agatha Christie, Roald Dahl, James M. Cain, John 
Collier and Margaret Millar. Includes eleven short 
stories, four complete novels and Robert Louis Ste- 
venson’s famous novella, The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

(Pub price : $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


MOSHE DAYAN: Story of My Life 

by Moshe Dayan 

Israel’s former defense minister reveals the story be- 
hind his country’s stormiest, most dramatic days. 
Among the highlights of Dayan’s autobiography are 
his review of the controversial Yom Kippur War and 
of the political crisis which followed, and candid as- 
sessments of such contemporaries as Ben-Gurion, 
Golda Meir, Henry Kissinger and King Hussein of 
Jordan. 

(Pub price: $15.00) Price to Members: $10,95 


THE RUSSIANS by Hedrick Smith 

An eye-opening look at the Russian people and their 
society by Hedrick Smith, who spent three and a half 
years in Moscow as a correspondent for The New 
York T imes. “A book worthy of this titanic subject. . . . 
At the end one understands a little why this country 
that can make one laugh till the tears come at its 
atrocious imitations of a modern nation also com- 
mands our consistent if puzzled respect, fear and 
hope” — Wilfrid Sheed. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


AN IRREVERENT AND THOROUGHLY 
INCOMPLETE SOCIAL HISTORY OF 
ALMOST EVERYTHING 

by Frank Muir 

As entertaining as it is informative, this unorthodox 
social history contains more than 1000 remarks from 
the acid-dipped pens of such as Pope, Twain, Shaw, 
Voltaire, Swift and Mencken on the “deplorable” 
state of music, education, literature, theater, food and 
drink down through the ages. 372 pages. “[Will] ele- 
vate the reader quite often to unhealthful altitudes of 
high amusement” — Chicago Tribune. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8,95 


Bp 

MIC Alternate 

A thoughtful and honest book 
about a problem all of us face at one 

time or another 

^itterSweet 

SURVIVING AND GROWING 
FROM LONELINESS 

by TERRI SCHULTZ 

"Loneliness follows me everywhere. I want 
love , and am not willing to settle for security. 
I need affection and friends , and I also need 
freedom and my dreams. Again and again, I 
find myself alone, stripped of my illusions, 
with no one to hold me in the night." 

T hese are the words of Terri Schultz, a tal- 
ented young journalist who, at a particu- 
larly troubled time in her life, confronted (and 
ultimately conquered) her own loneliness. Now 
she has written a moving and useful book that 
may help others do the same. 

In Bittersweet, she deals with "average 
middle-class loneliness," the feelings of bore- 
dom, emptiness and alienation that affect so 
many people today. With insight and clarity, 
Terri Schultz talks about loneliness in child- 
hood and in marriage; about loneliness at 
parties, with friends, during sex; about "emo- 
tional anesthesia" and living alone. 

Throughout her reflections, she interweaves 
personal experiences with information gained 
from interviews with friends, acquaintances 
and therapists. She tells of her participation in 
"half a dozen therapies and movements" (psy- 
chotherapy, est, TM, TA, yoga, Arica) and 
how she was "helped a little by each." 

This searching exploration of loneliness 
will give readers a good deal of insight into 
their own. 

[Publisher's list price: $8.95] 

PRICE TO MEMBERS: $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


THE ADVENTURES OF JONATHAN 

CORNCOB 

Loyal American Refugee by Himself 
Probably the finest picaresque novel to deal with 
18th-century America, Jonathan Corncob was 
originally published in London in 1787 and is now 
reprinted for the first time. The prodigal hero rides 
to Boston on a moose, pollinates the demure Desire 
Slawbunk, escapes to sea, raids the fairest flowers of 
New York society and recovers from seven social 
diseases simultaneously. Illustrated by Mark Living- 
ston, New England’s answer to Hogarth. 

(Pub price: $8.95 ) Price to Members: $7.95 

A MAN CALLED INTREPID: The Secret War 

by William Stevenson 

While Britain waged ruthless open war against the 
Nazis, another, very hush-hush war was being carried 
on. Here, revealed for the first time, are details of that 
other war, whose chief of operations was a Canadian, 
William Stephenson, code name Intrepid, and whose 
base was a New York City office. Stephenson was 
Churchill’s secret emissary to FDR and was to be- 
come one of the models for Ian Fleming’s famous 
agent, M. “Filled with more true incredible tales of 
international intrigue than any ten spy novels I know 
of” — Mordecai Richler. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $9*95 

THE HOT-BLOODED DINOSAURS 

A Revolution in Paleontology 

by Adrian J . Desmond 

A fascinating account by a British paleontologist 
about the search for the true identity of the largest 
animal ever to have walked the earth. Citing the lat- 
est scientific studies, the author proposes that the 
dinosaur was vastly more sophisticated “in physiol- 
ogy and locomotion” than the cumbersome, dim- 
witted giant of popular myth. 60 black-and-white il- 
lustrations. “Utterly delightful. ... It really reads like 
a detective story” — Ashley Montagu. 

(Pub price: $12.95) Price to Members: $9.95 


THE JOY OF MONEY: The Guide to 
Women’s Financial Freedom 

by Paula Nelson 

What every woman needs to know — and 
usually doesn’t — about money. The author 
covers such topics as how to get out of debt, 
begin your own business, pick professional 
help, start a portfolio, acquire a nest egg. 
Virtually every form of investment is con- 
sidered: savings accounts, insurance, real 
estate, stocks, bonds, commodities and “col- 
lectibles” such as silver and antiques. 

(Publisher's list price: $7.95) 
Price to Members: $6.95 


EATERS OF THE DEAD by Michael Crichton 

In this exciting novel, the author of The Great Train 
Robbery skillfully blends fact and fiction to re-create 
the fierce and exciting world of the Norsemen. The 
story is a first-person account by Ibn Fadlan, a 10th- 
century Arab diplomat, of an expedition he made to 
the desolate lands of the Northmen and of his en- 
counter there with the dreaded marauders called “the 
Eaters of the Dead.” $6.95 

THE EDEN EXPRESS: A Personal Account 

of Schizophrenia by Mark Vonnegut 
In 1970, 4 a year after graduating from Swarthmore, 
author Kurt Vonnegut’s son Mark went to British 
Columbia to lead a simple, cqnimunal life. Less than 
a year later, he found himself in Hollywood Psychi- 
atric Hospital in Vancouver, diagnosed as schizo- 
phrenic. This book is an outspoken, often moving 
account of that experience: from his response to 
counter-culture life through his illness and its treat- 
ment. “A disarmingly open, engrossing, oddly grace- 
ful chronicle” — Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

MARGOT FONTEYN: Autobiography 

by Margot Fonteyn 

Illustrated with eighty pages of photographs, Margot 
Fonteyn is both an enchanting memoir by the 
world’s prima ballerina and a deeply affecting love 
story. Fonteyn relives her long career and recalls 
fondly her teachers, choreographers and partners, in- 
cluding, of course, Rudolf Nureyev. She also tells the 
story of her romance and marriage to the Pana- 
manian diplomat Roberto Arias, who was later crip- 
pled by an assassin’s bullet. “Cool, witty, abundantly 
illustrated” — Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 

THE LANGUAGE OF FEELINGS 
The Time-and-Money Shorthand 
of Psychotherapy by David Viscott, M.D. 

The author of The Making of a Psychiatrist , a Club 
Selection in 1973, offers practical advice on how to 
understand and manage such potentially damaging 
emotions as hurt, anxiety, anger, guilt and depression. 
Above all, Dr. Viscott emphasizes that it is vitally 
important to “listen” to one’s feelings. For, he main- 
tains, “without an awareness of what our feelings 
mean, there is no real awareness of life. $6.95 

LYNDON JOHNSON AND THE 

AMERICAN DREAM by Doris Kearns 

“An unprecedented portrait” of one of the most com- 
plex and contradictory of American presidents. Based 
on hours of intimate conversation with LBJ during 
the five years before his death, this psycho-biography, 
written by a Harvard professor who was once a White 
House Fellow, traces Johnson’s life from his Texas 
childhood through his years as congressman and 
president. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 
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BID 'This superb novel answers the question that 

M C Alternate everyone has asked: What would have happened 

to Custer had he lived? Read it." 

— JessamynWest 


O n June 25, 1876, as history has duly 
recorded. General George Armstrong 
Custer and several hundred cavalry- 
men under his command were massacred by 
the Sioux at the Little Bighorn. But what if 
Custer had survived? And what if, as Douglas 
Jones proposes in this ingenious novel, Custer 
had been brought to trial by the army for dere- 
liction of duty? 

The trial begins. The courtroom is packed 
with spectators and press. Day after day, they 
watch as the lawyer for the defense, Allan 
Jacobson, and the prosecuting attorney. Major 
Asa Gardiner, skillfully build their cases for 


and against Custer. Day after day, they listen, 
horrified yet fascinated, as eyewitnesses de- 
scribe the events of that bloody day on the 
Little Bighorn. But now all the evidence is in 
and Custer's fate must be decided. 

Will the court find the "Golden Cavalier" 
innocent, believing him the victim of political 
and military enemies who will stop at nothing 
to see him disgraced? Or will they find him 
guilty, believing him vain, impetuous, a glory- 
seeker who sacrificed his men to further his 
ambitions? The hushed courtroom waits, as 
will the reader of this engrossing novel, for the 
verdict. 



The Court-Martial of 

George 
Armstrong 

Custer 


Douglas C. 


Jones 




[Publisher's list price: $8.95] 
PRICE TO MEMBERS: $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 
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CUTTER AND BONE by Newton Thornburg 

A chilling novel about two burnt-out cases in the 
post-Vietnam wasteland of Southern California . . . 
and the obsession which propels them into the ruth- 
less world of big money. “An unexpected, dazzling 
gem . . . melding a whodunit with portraits of un- 
stuck individuals in contemporary society”-— Pub- 
lishers Weekly. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


SIGNAL ZERO by George Kirkham 

The true story of a criminology professor who be- 
came a street cop. “A shocker . . . absorbing and 
thought provoking” — Publishers Weekly. George 
Kirkham used to teach his students at Florida State 
University that the police force attracted “insecure, 
hostile, authoritarian” personalities. Then he joined 
the men in blue and found out what it really means 
to “work behind a badge and a uniform” in urban 
America 

(Pub price: $8. 95) Price to Members: $7.95 

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL 
Economics as if People Mattered 

by E. F. Schumacher 

In this now-classic work, first published in 1973, 
E. F. Schumacher offers smaller-scale yet feasible 
solutions to problems — from the energy shortage to 
urban decay— that have been created by the theory 
that bigger is better. “A book of more heart and hope 
and downright common sense about the future than 
all the economic and pseudoscientific forecasts 
around” — Daily Mail (London). 

(Pub price: $1 1 .00) Price to Members: $ 8.95 

ORDINARY PEOPLE 

by Judith Guest 

“Read this fine first novel for its plotting, its sure 
sense of character and its wit, and rejoice” — The 
Washington Post Book World. Ordinary People 
tells the touching story of a 17-year-old boy who has 
tried to kill himself, and of how his well-meaning 
family complicates his road to recovery. “This book 
is realistic, constructive, affirmative. There is pain in 
it, and sometimes laughter”- — Wall Street Journal. 

$ 7.95 

THE SURVIVOR: An Anatomy of Life in the 

Death Camps by T errence Des Pres 

Why were some men and women able to live through 
the horrors of Nazi and Soviet death camps in which 
millions of others perished? From interviews with 
survivors and from the writings of such eyewitnesses 
and students of human behavior as Bruno Bettelheim, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Elie Wiesel, the author 
draws a compelling portrait of these survivors and the 
ways in which they endured the unendurable. “Ex- 
traordinary. ... X thank him for writing it”— Alfred 
Kazin, N.Y. Times Book Review. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 


MEN, MONEY & MAGIC: The Story of 

Dorothy Schiff by Jeffrey Potter 
A full, frank biography of newspaper publisher 
Dorothy Schiff, including her own account of her 
intimate relationship with FDR. Mrs. Schiff, owner 
and publisher of the New York Post, talks freely 
about Roosevelt, John F. and Robert Kennedy, 
Nixon, Kissinger, Rockefeller and other powerful 
men and women she has known intimately. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 

THE FINAL DAYS 

by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 

A “remarkable work. ... A compelling tale: the rec- 
ord of the final months and weeks and days of Presi- 
dent Nixon” — Gilbert Highet. The two reporters for 
The Washington Post who coauthored All the Presi- 
dent’s Men disclose the full story behind the events 
that led to the resignation of America’s thirty-seventh 
president. Based on hundreds of interviews, the book 
offers candid glimpses of Nixon, Kissinger, Haig and 
others. 

(Pub price: $11.95) Price to Members: $8.95 


ALL THE PRESIDENT’S MEN 

by Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward 

The basis for the movie of the same name, All the 
President’s Men is the compelling, behind-the- 
scenes account of the Watergate scandal by the two 
young Washington Post reporters who broke the 
story. “A muckraking classic” — -John Barkham. “Re- 
markable” — N.Y. Times Book Review. “A devas- 
tating political detective story” — San Francisco 
Chronicle. “An admirable book in every way” — 
Atlantic Monthly. 

(Pub price: $10.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

THE FIRST THREE YEARS OF LIFE 

by Burton L. White 

As Director of Harvard’s Pre-School Project, Dr. 
White has spent about twenty years studying the 
development of the infant and toddler, and here 
reveals his techniques for rearing healthy, intelligent 
children during the critical first three years. This 
comprehensive guide outlines the child’s emotional, 
physical and intellectual development, and, in addi- 
tion, gives advice on such issues as the spacing of 
children, day-care centers and the best toys to buy. 
Illustrations by Kitty Riley Clark. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 

CAGNEY BY CAGNEY by James Cagney 

One of the great screen actors of our time talks out, 
for the first time, about his life— from growing up 
poor in turn-of-the-century New York to his colorful 
thirty-year career in Hollywood. Photographs. “The 
incomparable Jimmy Cagney puts as much verve and 
entertainment into this long-awaited autobiography 
as he has put into his remarkable screen perform- 
ances ’’-—Publishers Weekly. 

(Pub price: $8.95 ) Price to Members: $7.95 
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ON WATCH: A Memoir 

by Elmo R. Zumwalt , Jr., Admiral USN (Ret.) 

The controversial and alarming reflections of one of 
Nixon’s former Joint Chiefs of Staff on the strategic 
position of the U.S. in the world today and the 
“perilous” course which he believes Henry Kissinger 
has set for America. “Like it or not, one of the major 
documents of the season”— Kirkus Reviews. “A hard- 
hitting, candid memoir. . . . Whether or not the reader 
agrees with Zumwalt ... he must admire the intelli- 
gence, dedication and honesty of the man” — Pub- 
lishers Weekly . 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 

CENTENNIAL by James A. Affchener 

Following in the tradition of Hawaii and The Source, 
this novel is a “finely documented, endlessly fasci- 
nating” chronicle of the great American West. Set in 
Centennial, Colorado, it traces the history of the 
Rocky Mountain region and this once-flourishing 
railroad town from its earliest times to the present. 
“Another masterly performance by Mr. Michener” — ■ 
John K. Hutchens. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO THE 
CLASS OF *65? 

by Michael Medved and David Wallechinsky 

In 1965 Time magazine focused on the senior class 
of a suburban Los Angeles high school for its cover 
story on “Today’s Teenagers.” Ten years later, thirty 
members of that class describe their lives then and 
now and discuss what it was like to come of age 
during the ’60s and 70s. Photographs. “Illuminating 
. . . compelling reading”— Ashley Montagu. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 

DO YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT? 

Cartoons by Edward Koren 
Preface by Calvin T rillin 

A collection of the best of Ed Koren’s cartoons. Here 
in more than 100 pages are those shaggy people and 
strange beasts that have become as familiar to New 
Yorker readers as James Thurber’s dogs once were. 
“Out of the unkempt hair styles and ragamuffin dress 
of the 1960s, Mr. Koren has distilled a marvelously 
ironic comedy of manners” — Hilton Kramer, The 
New York Times Book Review. $7.95 

SPORTS IN AMERICA 

by James A . Michener 

A searching examination of the use and misuse of 
sports in America by the best-selling author of Hawaii 
and Centennial. While Michener’s tone is lively and 
anecdotal, his book raises tough questions about vir- 
tually the entire spectrum of sports — -from the Pee- 
wee Leagues to the black ghettos, from college cam- 
puses to televised pro games. “Hard-hitting and 
provocative. ... It is difficult to see how a book on 
sports could be more comprehensive” — Publishers 
Weekly. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 
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M C Alternate 

"A remarkable achievement Once 

you have begun this book, you will not 
be able to put it down."— Lucy Dawidowicz 


SURVIVORS OF 
THE HOLOCAUST 



Dorothy Rabinowitz 


H ailed by Irving Howe as "a tender and 
truthful book" and by Alfred Kazin as "a 
remarkable piece of creative reporting," 
New Lives tells the poignant stories of more than 
100 Jews who escaped or survived the Nazi con- 
centration camps to forge new lives in America. 

Using as a dramatic backdrop the 1972 deporta- 
tion hearings of Hermine Braunsteiner Ryan (the 
Queens housewife and former Vice-Kommandant 
of Maidanek concentration camp), the author in- 
troduces Stella, Jacob, Reva, Ruth, Elizabeth, Emil 
and many others as they recall the unspeakable 
horrors of the Nazi rule, ponder the painful ques- 
tion of why they among millions survived, and 
describe the often upsetting problems of accli- 
mating themselves to life in America. 

Written with rare tact and compassion. New 
Lives is a moving documentary that will involve 
every reader in its human tragedy and triumph. 

[Publisher's list price :$8.95] 

PRICE TO MEMBERS : $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 





Alternate 

Original and vastly entertaining. ... Will 
surely be regarded as one of the most ambitious and 
seductive novels of the decade."— Times (London) 


A Novel by 



R ! 


equiescat in pace? Not Sir John Falstaff, 
erring knight of Merrie England, beloved 
Shakespearean figure. At the venerable age of 81 in the 
year of Our Lord 1459, Falstaff decides to give the 
Bard measure for measure by writing his own unexpurgated 
memoirs. And what bawdy, boisterous memories Prince 
Hal's fat friend has of the ramparts he has scaled and the 
maidenheads he has breached, of the "art of royal arse-licking" 

and of what made the wives of Windsor merry. 

A roaring romp of a novel. . . .You'd have to be tired of life 

not to like it /'—Publishers Weekly 

[Publisher's list price: $8.95] PRICE TO MEMBERS: $7.95 
ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


THE BODY IS THE HERO 
by Ronald J . Glasser, M.D. 

The fascinating story of how the human body defends 
itself against disease. In lively, lucid detail, Dr. 
Glasser describes the workings of man’s “immune 
system” and the problems that occur when this sys- 
tem malfunctions — also the lifesaving advances which 
have been made in immunological science during the 
past 100 years. “Dr. Glasser’s work rekindles a tradi- 
tion running from Arrow smith and De Kruifs Mi- 
crobe Hunters to the NBA-winning Lives of a Cell 
... It totally absorbs the reader” — Publishers Weekly. 
( Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

536 PUZZLES & CURIOUS PROBLEMS 

by Henry Ernest Dudeney 

A gold mine of brain teasers by the English journalist 
and self-taught mathematician known as “the puzzle 
king.” Contains money puzzles, age puzzles, clock 
puzzles, geometry puzzles, paper-folding puzzles, 
game puzzles, domino puzzles, match puzzles, etc., 
e i c * with, at the back of the book, explanations and 
answers. 428 pages; 421 diagrams and drawings. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 


THE DAMNABLE QUESTION 
A Study in Anglo-Irish Relations 

by George Dangerfield 

A masterful study by a Pulitzer Prize-winning his- 
torian. Beginning with the Act of Union in 1800 and 
carrying his story down to the partition of Ireland in 
1922, Dangerfield looks at the many elements that 
have gone into the making of the present troubles in 
Ireland. “The story, brilliantly told, of Irish rancor 
and English disdain” — The New York Times Book 
Review. “An extraordinarily three-dimensional and 
balanced study” — Washington Star. 

(Pub price: $14.95) Price to Members: $11.95 

THE STORY OF PHILOSOPHY 

by Will Durant 

Long a best seller, this is probably the most satisfying 
book on philosophy available for the layman. It con- 
tains not only the essence of the wisdom of the great 
philosophers but a great deal of information about 
the philosophers themselves. Among those discussed 
are Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche, Bergson, Bertrand 
Russell, Santayana, William James, John Dewey. 
(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $7.95 
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Kirkus Reviews 


Will 

Bryant 

^ author of 

ESCAPE FROM SONORA 


I t is an October night in 1889. In a black- 
smith's shop on the St. Louis waterfront, a 
quarrel between two men suddenly erupts 
in violence. . . . 

Blue Russell thinks he's killed his uncle— he 
didn't mean to but he knows the police will 
never believe that. On the lam, he falls in with 
Packard Disbrow, a master safecracker now 
retired because of an unfortunate accident with 
some nitro. Though unable to practice his 
craft, Packy sees a chance to strike it rich again 
by teaching Blue how to be the "class thief" 
he, Packy, once was. 

Blue's first lesson, on the county treasury 
safe in Cape Girardeau, ends abruptly when a 


rival band of thieves appears on the scene. But 
there are other towns and other safes— and 
Blue learns fast. Finally, after a series of spec- 
tacular hauls, the two go out West to join 
up with Blue's train-robber brother. Together 
they plot a daring caper— the heist of more 
than a quarter of a million dollars from the 
Shotgun Run express. 

Will their ingenious scheme work? Will Blue 
be able to crack the train's invincible, triple- 
chambered, triple-locked safe? Will the sher- 
iff's men arrive before the gang can make good 
its escape? Readers of Blue Russell will be 
thoroughly entertained as they wait with bated 
breath for the answers. 


[Publisher's list price: $ 8 . 95 ] PRICE TO MEMBERS: $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 
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WILLARD AND HIS BOWLING 
TROPHIES: A Perverse Mystery 

by Richard Brautigan 

A far-out, outrageous whodunit by the author of The 
Hawkline Monster and Trout Fishing in America. Set 
in a San Francisco apartment house, it involves the 
couple upstairs who act out bizarre sexual fantasies; 
the couple downstairs who live with Willard, a 3-foot 
papier-mache bird, and his stolen bowling trophies; 
and the vengeful brothers who won the trophies. 
“Brautigan will surprise you by being totally original” 
— National Observer. ac ne 


THE DEEP by Peter Benchley 

Filled with chilling suspense that will keep the reader 
gripped from first page to last, this novel by the au- 
thor of Jaws tells the story of a young honeymoon 
couple in Bermuda whose accidental discovery of a 
sunken treasure leads them into a terrifying maze of 
mystery and murder. “Knocks Jaws into a cocked hat 
for narrative power . . . and sheer excitement” — The 
Bookseller (London). 

(Pub price: $7.95) Price to Members: $6.95 


THE FAREWELL PARTY by Milan Kundera 

A subtle satire on human relationships by one of 
Czechoslovakia’s foremost fiction writers. In the 
course of five days at a posh fertility spa (where the 
presiding doctor cures his barren patients with in- 
jections of his own sperm), seven lives fatefully en- 
twine in a mad mix of sexual ploys and passions. A 
“tantalizing and involving” novel by the author of 
Life Is Elsewhere and Laughable I,oves. Translated 
by Peter Kussi. $7.95 


THE NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF ANTHROPOLOGY, MEXICO 
Art • Architecture 
Archaeology • Anthropology 

by Pedro Ramirez Vazquez and others 

Completed in 1964 at a cost of more than $20 million, 
the National Museum of Anthropology in Mexico 



City is a treasure house of centuries of Mexican art 
and artifacts, both pre- and post-Columbian. This vol- 
ume by the men responsible for the museum’s crea- 
tion and its superb displays provides a magnificent 
view of a modern architectural marvel and the incom- 
parable works it contains. 285 illustrations, two 
Book-Dividend Credits given. 

(Pub price: $30.00) Price to Members: $19.95 


SHE WAS NICE TO MICE 

The Other Side of Elizabeth Fs Character 

Never Before Revealed by Previous Historians 

by Alexandra Elizabeth Sheedy 

Illustrated by Jessica Ann Levy 

In this “memoir,” the existence of which was recently 
“discovered” by Alexandra Sheedy and Jessica Levy 
(ages 12 and 13, respectively), a very literary lady 
mouse offers a unique “eyewitness” account of life at 
the court of Queen Elizabeth I. “A most beguiling 
and delightful bit of whimsy that introduces the 
nicest set of mice since those that readers of all ages 
enjoyed in Margery Sharpe’s ‘Miss Bianca’ series” 
— Publishers Weekly. <£5 

COMPLETE POEMS 1913-1962 

by E. E. Cummings 

The first complete edition of Cummings’ poetry pub- 
lished in the United States. Included in this 892-page 
volume are the texts of Tulips and Chimneys, & [And], 
XLI Poems, is 5, W [ViVa], No Thanks, the new 
poems from Collected Poems, 50 Poems, lxl [One 
Times One], XAIPE, 95 Poems and 73 Poems. In- 
dex of first lines, two Book-Dividend Credits given. 
(Pub price: $15.95) Price to Members: $13.95 


HOW THE GOOD GUYS FINALLY WON 
Notes from an Impeachment Summer 

by Jimmy Breslin 


During the summer of 1974, Jimmy Breslin was in 
Washington observing how the impeachment process 
was proceeding on Capitol Hill. From informal talks 
with Congressmen and impeachment lawyers, he was 
able to piece together this fascinating, behind-the- 
scenes story of who and what finally brought about 
Richard Nixon’s resignation. “There are some juicy 
little scoops here” — Chicago Sun-Times. $6.95 


JAMES BEARD’S NEW FISH COOKERY 

by James Beard 

From the dean of American cookery, a revised edi- 
tion of a cookbook classic, with more than 500 
recipes for preparing eighty-five different fish (all 
native to American waters). Includes choice recipes 
for Ginger-Fried Flounder, Cold Trout with Dill 
Sauce, Scalloped Clams and Scampi Fritti, among 
others, plus details on a simple method for determin- 
ing the cooking time of fish. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 


THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES 

(2 Yols.) by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

These two volumes contain every story Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle ever wrote about the most famous de- 
tective in fiction — all four novels and all fifty-six 
adventures. Youngsters who have never read these 
exciting books can spend many entertaining evenings 
with them, while oldsters will find them perfect bed- 
side volumes to reread and re-enjoy. 1100 pages. 

(Pub price: $14.95) Price to Members: $12.95 
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An extremely popular Selection still available to members at a significant 
saving “An excellent guide to the twilight of the Romanov dynasty." 

—The Chicago Tribune Book World 



"A fascinating history [by] a superbly literate historian who can 

squeeze out of the driest documents an understanding of the human 

dimension that lesser practitioners of the art invariably miss/ 7 

— The New York Times Book Review 



"Lucid, gripping history. . . . Crankshaw is superb in his portraits and 
analyses of the four czars/ 7 — Los Angeles Times 



RUSSIA'S DRIFT 

TO REVOLUTION 
1825-1917 


"Since Mr. Crankshaw is a notable authority on Russia, his account . . . 
is jampacked with information about the past and implications for the 
present. His writing is lucid and often witty. Atlantic Monthly 

"Filled with brief, brilliant character sketches which make it as vivid as 
a film. . . . This is history of the finest type." —Gilbert Highet 

"Anyone who seeks to understand Russia today must read this book." 

— The Economist (London) 


[Publisher's list price : $12.95] PRICE TO MEMBERS : $ 9.95 



SINGIN’ AND SWINGIN’ AND GETTIN’ 
MERRY LIKE CHRISTMAS 

by Maya A ngelou 

In this third volume of her autobiography, begun in 
/ Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and Gather To- 
gether in My Name, dancer-actress Maya Angelou 
vividly recalls the critical years when she began to 
come of age as a black artist. “Maya Angelou regards 
the world and herself with intelligence and wit” — 
The Washington Post Book World. 

(Pub price : $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


DRESS FOR SUCCESS by John T. Molloy 

The man whom Time labeled “a veritable B. F. Skin- 
ner of haberdashery” offers sound advice on how to 
look like a success — and thereby improve your 
chances of becoming one. Addressing himself to the 
ambitious man, Molloy covers everything from under- 
wear to overcoats and provides practical do’s and 
don’ts on buying a suit, coordinating a wardrobe and 
other basics. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


WE ALMOST LOST DETROIT 

by John G. Fuller 

The true story of what happened on October 5, 1966, 
when the nuclear reactor at Michigan’s Enrico Fermi 
Atomic Power Plant very nearly ran out of control. 
John Fuller’s sobering account of this and other nu- 
clear near-disasters which have occurred over the past 
twenty years is must reading for anyone concerned 
about the future direction of America’s nuclear 
energy program. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 
THE WIDOW’S CHILDREN by Paula Fox 

“One of the best novels written in America these 
past twenty or thirty years. . . . Paula Fox is a genuine 
writer, in the tradition of Wharton and Fitzgerald” — 
Irving Howe. What begins as a bon voyage dinner 
becomes in retrospect a farewell to a discordant 
family at which a widow’s children act out the family 
charade for what may well be the last time, playing 
brutally on each other’s private guilts. “Splendid. . . . 
A work of marvelous design” — Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 
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EYE ON BOOKS (Continued from page 6) 


I wanted to show the difference between the so- 
called Literary Life and the work literary people 
do. In our Literary Lives we are often a bunch of 
asses, and we make grand statements, such as hope 
is false, death is real. But when we sit down at the 
typewriter all that guff is gone. When I write I’m no 
longer embarrassed or terrified. I have no sense of 
hope or vanity. I’m on my own and I love it.” 

The speaker is Lore Segal, and she is talking 
about her new novel, Lucinella, which is a comic 
valentine to the New York literary scene. It is a 
scene she knows well as a novelist ( Other People’s 
Houses ), teacher (Bennington and Sarah Lawrence), 
children’s book writer (Tell Me a Mitzi) and a long- 
time resident of the Upper West Side. 

Lucinella is a young, very minor poet who knows 
all the right people and gets invited to all the right 
parties. She is published in the right magazines and 
goes to the Yaddo writers’ colony at regular inter- 
vals. Lore Segal has been going to Yaddo on and off 
for nearly twenty years and says that Lucinella is, in 
part, an answer to Real People, a novel about 
Y addo that Alison Lurie published several years ago. 

Lucinella’s friends— who stroll through the novel 
she narrates— include a famous poet, a distinguished 
British critic who never seems to go home to Britain, 
an editor who believes he has the power to make 
and break reputations, a leading younger poet, a 
black poet and a lady hanger-on whom no one can 
stand but who is at all the parties. 

“Of course they’re all based on real people,” Lore 
Segal says. “I don’t know how other people work, 
but I can’t make characters out of nothing. I take 
someone, start writing about him, and then things 
get out of hand. The original character gets lost 
somewhere. You know the old math puzzle: take a 
number, add something to it, multiply it by some- 
thing, subtract, divide by something else and so on. 
That’s what I do when I write fiction, although I 
often forget what the original number was.” 

What about Zeus, who pops up at one point in 
the book to become Lucinella’s lover. “That’s a 
joke, but if you’re going to have a love affair why 
not have it with a Greek god? I wanted to make 
Zeus a practical figure, and I asked myself what he 
would do. Well, I decided, he’d come to America 
because that’s where everyone comes. He’d then 
have to become a college professor and fall in love 
with a poet. There are happy love affairs, you know.” 

Although Lucinella is known as a poet, she makes 
her living writing a soap opera. “Soap opera,” says 
Segal, “is the wishful part of life and poetry is the 
reality. The novel is really about wishful thinking 

(Continued on page 24) 


CAT by B. Kliban 

A best-selling collection of some 150 cartoons of cats. 
“Rate it four long, loud purrs” — N. Y. Times Book 
Review. “Neither cute nor mysterious but instead 
simply and irreverently, even raucously, very funny” 
— Village Voice. “Cat lovers are turned on to this 
wild and weird [book] full of fat, fuzzy fellows doing 
offbeat cat (with overtones of human) things” — 
Chicago Tribune. 

SAVING THE QUEEN 

by William F. Buckley, Jr. 

In William F. Buckley’s first novel extraordinary 
things happen at the Court of St. James’s when a 
young Yale man, turned CIA agent, tries to discover 
who in the Queen’s inner circle is passing NATO 
secrets to the Russians. “I devoured it in a single 
sitting, and I lost track of time and all other concerns 
while doing so” — Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, N.Y. 
Times. “You shouldn’t miss Saving the Queen” — 
The Wall Street Journal. 

(Pub price: $7.95) Price to Members: $6.95 

FOR YOURSELF 

The Fulfillment of Female Sexuality 

by Lonnie Garfield Barbach 

A therapy program to help women realize full sexual 
responsiveness is detailed in this outspoken book on 
female sexuality. The author, a West Coast psycholo- 
gist and sex therapist, offers a series of clinically tested 
exercises said to have enabled 93 percent of the 
women who followed them to achieve orgasm consis- 
tently. Also discusses female physiology and female 
sexuality, past and present. 

(Pub price: $7.95) Price to Members: $6.95 

WHERE THE MONEY WAS 

by Willie Sutton with Edward Linn 

Willie “the Actor” Sutton, one of the coolest, most 
distinctive thieves in American history, was a master 
at breaking into banks and out of prisons. Now re- 
tired and living in Florida, Willie recalls his spectacu- 
lar heists (nearly a hundred in all) and describes his 
three almost incredible prison escapes. “Willie Sutton 
is a gifted gabber sorting a life’s swag of anecdotes” 
— Kirkus Reviews. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 

THE FABLES OF AESOP 

Selected and illustrated by David Levine 

Translated by Patrick and Justina Gregory 

One hundred of the world’s most famous fables, half 
of them illustrated with full-page pen-and-ink draw- 
ings by David Levine, the brilliant American carica- 
turist. Includes “The Tortoise and the Hare,” “The 
Hen That Laid Golden Eggs,” “The Ages of Man,” 
“The Lion and the Grateful Mouse,” “The Crow and 
the Fox” and many other wise, witty tales. 

(Pub price : $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 
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"ONE OF THE BEST -PROGRAMMED, MOST BEAUTIFULLY PERFORMED SETS 
OF CHAMBER MUSIC I HAVE EVER COME ACROSS ... AN ABSOLUTE TREASURE" 

— Heuwell Tircuit, San Francisco Sunday Examiner & Chronicle 

THE CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 


Charles Wadsworth, Artistic Director 


T he Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center 
has been acclaimed by press and public for its 
imaginative programs and inspired perfor- 
mances. This, the Society's first album, provides a rich 
selection of its work. The boxed set of four records, 
which is issued by The Classics Record Library® of 
the Book-of-the-Month Club, includes a twelve-page 
illustrated brochure containing background informa- 
tion about the music, written by prominent music 
critics and annotators, as well as biographical in- 
formation about the artists. 


PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN STEINER 


CONTENTS OF THE FOUR-RECORD ALBUM 

BACH: Concerto in C minor for Oboe, Violin, Strings 
and Continuo • BEETHOVEN: String Trio, Op. 9, 
No. 1 • BRAHMS: Two Songs for Contralto, Piano 

and Viola • CARTER: Eight Etudes for Woodwind 
Quartet • FAURE: Dolly Suite for Piano Duet and 
Two Pieces for Flute and Piano • HAYDN: String 
Trio, Op. 53, No. 1 • MOSZKOWSKI: Suite in G 

minor for Two Violins and Piano • MOZART: Piano 
Quartet, K.493 • SAINT-SAENS: Caprice on Danish 

and Russian Airs • SCHUMANN: Fantasy Pieces for 
Clarinet and Piano and Andante and Variations for 
Two Pianos, Two Cellos and Horn. 


"A fine collection, this— don't pass it up I . . . The collection 
is also a fantastic buy . . . about half the going price for 
most equivalent recordings."— David Hall, Stereo Review 


A Stereo-SQ Album* • PRICE: $12.50 • ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 

Cent for 15 days' listening ... with privilege of return 


*This album can be played with brilliant effect on conventional stereo 
equipment and on any good mono record player manufactured after 1964. 
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EYE ON BOOKS ( Continued from page 22) 


and wanting— what you want is what makes you 
get up in the morning even if you know it’s phony. 
For instance, I want to write a novel that will 
revolutionize the world. Do you think Lucinella 
will revolutionize the world? Of course you don’t. 
But I can still write it and that makes me happy. 

“One of the great lies is the Tolstoy line ‘All 
happy families are alike.’ Wrong. The happy ones 
are unique. It’s the unhappy ones that are all alike. 
No one examines happy lives.” 

M onty Python may well be on its way to 
becoming an endangered species. The British 
comedy group that streaked to success in the United 
States a few seasons ago when its old BBC shows 
were recycled on the Public Broadcasting System 
has now disbanded as far as TV work is concerned. 
Its five members have plans, however, to follow up 
their film Monty Python and the Holy Grail with 
a new movie. “Nothing’s been written yet,” says 
Eric Idle, one of the five, “but one title we’re 
considering is Jesus Christ : Lust for Glory.” For 
those who have seen “Monty Python,” Idle is the 
thin, long-haired deadpan one who often wears 
a dress. 

He was in New York to appear as guest host on 
the live NBC show “Saturday Night.” It was his 
first solo appearance in America, although he is 
quite used to working without his fellow Pythons. 
“We always wrote alone, even when we were work- 
ing as a group,” he says. He has published a novel, 
Hello Sailor, in England. It is a comedy about a 
homosexual member of Parliament, and Idle says no 
one would publish it until Britain’s bachelor prime 
minister left office. He also has his own TV show 
called “Rutland Weekend Television,” a half-hour 
weekly program, somewhat in the Python manner, 
that pretends to be the sole product of a low-budget 
network operating out of Rutland, a Midlands 
county that was wiped off the map by official edict 
in 1974 because it was too small. 

Idle has written a new book, suggested by the 
TV show, called The Rutland Dirty Weekend Book. 
It s a magazine-like paperback that parodies every- 
thing from Rolling Stone to English Sunday news- 
paper supplements (“Have You Ever Thought 
About Visiting Wales? No. Well, who can blame 
you. So why not visit ENGLAND this year? Some 
very good reasons for visiting England: 1) No 
Welsh, 2) No confusing place names such as Llan- 
fairfechangogogoch, 3) No massed male voice 
choirs.”) to something called The Vatican Sex 
Manual: How to Avoid Sex Before, During and 
After Marriage . 


“It’s very good reading on trains,” Idle said as 
we talked in his dressing room during a Wednes- 
day afternoon rehearsal break. “It is perfectly 
acceptable to giggle on British trains. Can you get 
away with that over here?” 

Idle is a product of Cambridge. All the Pythons 
with the exception of the one American member 
are from either Cambridge or Oxford. I mentioned 
that American comedians have usually come out 
of the Lower East Side of Manhattan and make 
jokes about how they got out, while many English 
comedians seem to suggest that they are really 
doctors or lawyers or Latin scholars who are only 
funny as a sideline. “I think that’s just a part of 
British understatement. You can never claim that 
you are really serious about something like comedy. 
You are supposed to pretend that you never do 
what you really do. In America, most of the new, 
college-educated humorists went into print— humor 
magazines, that sort of thing— and only started 
performing later. We appeared in public right 
away.” 

The “Saturday Night” producer stuck his head 
into the dressing room and pointed at the flowers 
on top of a silent TV set in the corner. “Nice 
flowers,” he said. “If they stay alive until Saturday 
we’re in luck. If they die we’re in trouble. Like 
putting canaries in a coal mine. I’ll be on the 
seventeenth floor. See me about the monologue.” 

Idle continued, “We started doing silly sketches 
on TV way back in 1963, when we were still under- 
graduates. People think we’re still undergraduates, 
but we’ve put in a lot of learning time.” He stared 
at a sandwich, tapped on the bread to see how 
stale it was and put it back on an end table. “On 
the Python show we had a live audience, but we 
thought it held us back. On the Rutland show we 
practice all day in a studio to get things right. I 
think you have to have a live audience.” He ex- 
amined the sandwich again, this time testing the 
texture of the lettuce. “The important thing, though, 
is to have fun, isn’t it? Isn’t that what they say? 
Always have fun. Take this monologue I have to 
go upstairs and talk about. You know what I really 
want to do? I’d like to attack the studio audience 
with a chair and see if anyone stops me. It’s a live 
show, after all, and a little terror would do them 
some good.” 


MEMBERS MAY ORDER ANY 
OF THE FOLLOWING BOOKS 

SELF-PORTRAIT 

Burt Britton, $12.50 (hardcover) ,• $6.95 (softcover) 
LUCINELLA, Lore Segal, $8.95 

THE RUTLAND DIRTY WEEKEND BOOK, Eric Idle, $6.95 
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The basis for the popular TV movie . . . 
An old-fashioned novel the whole 
family will cherish 

Yonng 

Pioneers 

ROSE WILDER LANE 

I f you were moved by the film of Young Pi- 
oneers , you'll be enchanted by the original 
story of David and Molly. 

David is a "laughing and bold" young man 
when he starts West with his shy teenage 
bride. At first everything seems possible. 
David and Molly become homesteaders. Their 
baby is born on their new farm. Their first 
crop of wheat is shoulder high. Then, out of 
nowhere, a cloud of grasshoppers sweeps over 
the land, destroying everything. 



David is forced to return East to find work, 
leaving Molly and the baby alone on their 
homestead. The summer passes, the long win- 
ter sets in and still David has not returned. 

This poignant love story captures the spirit 
—and the hardships— of frontier life as surely 
as that earlier American classic Little House on 
the Prairie. And not surprisingly. For Rose 
Wilder Lane, author of Young Pioneers , was 
the daughter of Laura Ingalls Wilder, author 
of Little House on the Prairie. 


PRICE: $5.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


WORDS OF LOVE by Pearl S. Buck 

A beautifully designed and illustrated little book of 
love poems written by Miss Buck but not made public 
during her lifetime. This first and only collection of 
her poetry is filled with brief but beautiful verses de- 
scribing the double edge of love— its pain and its 
pleasure. The poems are exquisitely reproduced in 
the calligraphy of Jeanyee Wong and illustrated with 
examples of the Chinese art Miss Buck so admired. 

$4.95 


MISS HERBERT (The Suburban Wife) 

by Christina Stead 

In her most engaging novel to date, Christina Stead, 
author of The 'Man Who Loved Children and The 
Little Hotel explores an Englishwoman’s lifelong pur- 
suit of happiness. Eleanor Herbert Brent, very bright 
and beautiful, samples both literary bohemia and the 
life of a conventional housewife, in tile end finding 
her answer somewhere in between. “Christina Stead 
is the best woman writer alive”— -Lillian Heilman. 
(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7*95 


GETTING AWAY WITH IT by Leslie Glass 

A sardonic novel about the glamorous world of mag- 
azine publishing, where ambitions are boundless and 
sexual shenanigans often go with the job. At Inside 
Track, the hottest magazine in New York, everybody 
is making it in one way or another. This becomes 
crystal clear when Sidney, ITs star columnist and 
wife of the executive editor, beats a sudden retreat 
from both marriage and magazine. “A truffle vinai- 
grette . . . easy and amusing” — Kirkus Reviews. 

$7.95 

MANAGEMENT: Tasks, Responsibilities, 

Practices by Peter F . Drucker 

One of the world’s leading management experts ex- 
plains the techniques of effective management and 
then shows how these practices can be utilized to 
maximum advantage by managers at all levels and in 
every type of business. “It is impossible to imagine 
a manager v/ith any sense of his own professional 
worth who should not own and frequently consult . . . 
this momentous book” — Business Week , 

(Pub price: $17.50) Price to Members: $10.75 
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Showoffs rejoice! Tom Ferrell 
and Lee Eisenberg are back with 


• # « 


MORE 

SNEAKY FEATS 

THE ART OF SHOWING 
OFF AND 49 NEW 
WAYS TO DO IT 

by TOM FERRELL and 
LEE EISENBERG 

drawings by Gil Eisner 

F ollowing the resounding success of Sneaky 
Feats, Tom Ferrell and Lee Eisenberg decided 
to treat their fans to yet another outrageous 
guide to showing off. This time, they have 
come up with forty-nine more ingenious tricks 
that "will command, however unwillingly, the 
admiration and envy of spectators." Even 
neophyte showoffs can master the skills 
needed to tear a phone book in half . . . stand 
an egg on its end . . . make playing cards stick 
to a wall ( sans glue or adhesive, of course) . . . 
balance a bicycle wheel on one finger ... push 
a quarter through a handkerchief without 
making a hole . . . and dozens more illusions, 
sleights of hand and super stunts that will 
guarantee you center stage. 

PRICE: $6.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


Also still available to members ... the 
book that started countless thousands 
on the road to successful showing off 

SNEAKY FEATS 

by TOM FERRELL and 
LEE EISENBERG 

PRICE: $6.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


THE GIRL ON THE COCA-COLA TRAY 

by Nancy Winters 

A shrewd, comical novel about the liberation of 
Jennifer Sue Massengill, a goody-goody convent-bred 
girl who personifies the sunny, curly-haired picture 
on the Coca-Cola tray. In one supreme act of re- 
bellion, Jennie exchanges her well-heeled life in the 
fashionable suburb of Bronxville for marriage to 
Hyman Feinstein, a “Renaissance man” from the 
Bronx. nr 


ALIVE: The Story of the Andes Survivors 

by Piers Paul Read 

In October, 1972, an aircraft with forty-five pas- 
sengers and crew crashed high in the Andes. Seventy- 
one days later two emaciated survivors limped to 
safety, revealing that fourteen more of the passengers 
were still alive — alive only because they ate the flesh 
of those who had died. “In our century perhaps 
the most arresting peacetime survival story yet told” 
— N.Y. Times. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


MEN, WOMEN & DOGS by James Thurber 

A new edition of what is probably the most famous 
collection of James Thurber ’s comic drawings. More 
than 200 pages of cartoons, including the three in- 
comparable series entitled ‘The Masculine Ap- 
proach,” “First Aid” and “The War Between Men 
and Women.” First published in 1943, and long out 
of print, this volume has been reissued with a new 
introduction by Wilfrid Sheed in addition to Dorothy 
Parker’s original preface. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 


TENNESSEE WILLIAMS: MEMOIRS 
by T ennessee Williams 

With wit and almost brutal frankness, one of the 
twentieth century’s greatest playwrights recalls his 
“wonderful and terrible” life. Among other things, 
he talks about his struggle to achieve fame in the 
1930s, his critically acclaimed successes in the fol- 
lowing two decades, his commercial failures of re- 
cent years, his homosexuality and his mental break- 
down in 1969. Almost 150 photographs. 

(Pub price: $8.95) Price to Members: $7.95 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THERAPY 
From Psychoanalysis to Behavior Modification 
by Joel Kovel, M.D. 

Dr. Kovel, a practicing psychoanalyst, expertly ex- 
plains the precise differences among various forms of 
therapy — from est to Freudian psychoanalysis — and 
objectively examines the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of each. “Can be recommended to everyone — 
from people looking for help with emotional prob- 
lems to those with serious questions about the entire 
business of emotional help” — N.Y. Times. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 
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A razor-sharp portrait of marriage 
by one of England's most talented writers 



by FAY WELDON 

author of Female Friends 

F or a time Jarvis, an architect, and Madeleine, 
his wife, lived happily in the house at 12 
Adelaide Row. But Madeleine grew older and 
became petty and nasty (according to Jarvis), 
and Jarvis grew older and became cold and 
indifferent (according to Madeleine). Then 
Lily-beautiful, compliant, greedy Lily— en- 
tered their life and Madeleine suddenly found 
herself without husband and home. 

Jarvis was shocked when the police told him 
of Madeleine's fatal car accident. The shock, 
however, soon turned to relief. Finally, after 
years of listening to Madeleine's bitter com- 
plaints and reproaches, he and Lily were free. 



But Madeleine— con- 
sumed by anger in life- 
had devised a way to 
wreak revenge on Jarvis 
and Lily even in death. 

With the same sardonic wit and deft touch 
for characterization that marked her earlier 
novels. Fay Weldon dissects modern marriage 
—stripping it bare of every pretense in order 
to get at the truth of love and hate. 

"Ms. Weldon... is a clever writer with sharp 
eyes and still sharper nails." 

—Kirkus Reviews 


PRICE: $7.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


UNDERSTANDING PREGNANCY AND 

CHILDBIRTH by Sheldon H. Cherry , M.D. 

Dr. Sheldon Cherry, a practicing obstetrician and 
gynecologist at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York 
City, explains what prospective parents should know 
about childbirth, including the diagnosis and physi- 
ology of pregnancy, prenatal care, diet and nutrition, 
labor and delivery, breast feeding and postpartum 
care. Provides also a condensed home course in the 
Lamaze method of natural childbirth. 176 pages, 
more than 30 illustrations. 95 

A TREASURY OF SHORT STORIES 

Edited by Bernardine Kielty 

Praised by reviewers as the best anthology that has 
appeared in many years, this volume contains seventy 
great stories of the past, from Turgenev to Thurber, 
from Balzac to Hemingway, chosen solely for read- 
ing enjoyment. A perfect book to have beside your 
big reading chair or by your bedside. Each story is 
preceded by a vignette of its author. 

(Pub price: $11.95) Price to Members: $9.95 


FRANZ KAFKA • THE COMPLETE 

STORIES Edited by Nahum N. Glatzer 

The first one-volume edition of Kafka’s seventy-six 
stories (all his narrative work with the exception of 
his three novels). Includes such famous works as 
“The Metamorphosis,” “In the Penal Colony” and 
“The Great Wall of China.” 486 pages, with a bibliog- 
raphy of Kafka’s works, a list of editions and trans- 
lations, a chronology, a catalog of selected writings 
on Kafka and notes. 

(Pub price: $12.50) Price to Members: $9.95 


1876 by Gore Vidal 

An entertaining sequel to the best-selling Burr. A 
marvelous blend of fact and fiction, Gore Vidal’s new 
novel tells of America’s centennial year and the 1876 
presidential campaign, which marked the end of 
Grant’s scandal-ridden administration and brought 
to the White House another Civil War general, Ruth- 
erford B. Hayes, and “Lemonade Lucy,” his wife. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 
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Practical and Useful Books 


UNDERSTANDING ARTHRITIS 
AND RHEUMATISM: A Complete Guide 
to the Problems and Treatment 

by Malcolm I. V. Jayson, M.D., and 
Allan St. J. Dixon, M.D. 

Written in clear, nonmedical language, this book by 
two British physicians whose specialty is rheumatic 
diseases explains the latest scientific theories about 
how and why arthritis and rheumatism occur, and 
discusses their effects upon their victims as well as 
the varieties of treatment now being used to control 
them. Illustrations. 

(Pub price: $7.95) Price to Members: $6.95 


The New York Times 

BREAD AND SOUP COOKBOOK 

by Yvonne Young Tarr 

More than 500 easy-to-follow recipes for flavorful 
soups and tasty breads, with dozens of tempting 
variations. Selected from virtually every part of the 
world, the recipes run the gamut from Portuguese 
Caldo Verde and Finnish Easter Crown Bread to 
Manhattan Clam Chowder and Kentucky Pone 
Bread. Also included is a special section on diet soups 
and a superb collection of recipes from some of the 
finest restaurants in New York. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.95 

The McCall’s BOOK OF HANDCRAFTS 

by Nanina Comstock and The Editors of 

McCall's Needlework & Crafts Publications 

This popular crafts book features more than 240 
unusual projects and offers something for every do-it- 
yourselfer in the family. Using hundreds of illustra- 
tions (many in full color), it provides inspiration and 



instruction for mastering batik, candlemaking, ce- 
ramics, macrame, metal-foil tooling, nature and 
paper crafts, tie-dyeing, weaving and many lesser- 
known but equally stimulating handicrafts. Ill pages 
of photographs, 158 work charts and diagrams. 

(Pub price: $10.00) Price to Members: $8.95 


TOTAL FITNESS IN 30 MINUTES A WEEK 

by Laurence E . Morehouse, Ph.D., 
and I^eonard Gross 

A simple series of “no sweat” exercises (ten minutes 
a day, three times a week) to help you get into shape 
and stay that way. Dr. Morehouse, a professor of ex- 
ercise physiology at UCLA, designed the exercise 
program for the Skylab astronauts and is considered 
one of the world’s leading authorities on physical fit- 
ness. In addition to the exercise program he offers 
advice on dieting and includes special conditioning 
exercises for skiers, swimmers, tennis players, etc. 

$6.95 

BARTLETT’S FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS 

Fourteenth and latest edition (1968). Long an indis- 
pensable aid to the cultivated reader, this noted ref- 
erence work contains the world’s wit and wisdom in 
the form of quotations, apothegms, proverbs, etc. 
117,000 index entries. 1776 pages. 

(Pub price: $15.00) Price to Members: $12.50 

THE WRITER’S HANDBOOK 

Edited by A. S. Burack 

Latest edition (1976) of this long-popular guide to 
all phases of the craft of writing. Useful for anyone 
who wants to write novels, plays, short stories, 
nonfiction, juvenile books, radio or TV scripts. In 
addition to practical instruction on plotting, dialogue 
and style, it gives the editorial requirements of book 
publishers and magazines and lists 2000 current 
markets for manuscript sales. 775 pages. 

(Pub price: $14.95) Price to Members: $12.95 


WEBSTER’S NEW COLLEGIATE 
DICTIONARY 

This famous Merriam-Webster Collegiate edition con- 
tains more than 150,000 entries, 191,000 definitions 
(including 22,000 words new to the language), 27,000 
examples of usage, a listing of foreign words and 
phrases, etymologies, biographical and geographical 
sections, etc. Thumb index, 892 illustrations, 1568 
pages. Bound in sturdy brown Buksyn. $10 95 

The New York Times 
BOOK OF HOUSE PLANTS 

by Joan Lee Faust 

Simple, straightforward advice on how to become a 
successful indoor gardener. Joan Lee Faust, garden 
editor of The New York Times, tells how to grow 
houseplants in general, and gives detailed instructions 
for more than 100 specific plants. She covers basic 
care, soil mixtures, humidity requirements, watering, 
potting, pest control and so on. Supply list, month- 
by-month calendar of care. 150 photographs and 
drawings. 

(Pub price: $9.95) Price to Members: $8.50 
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'Brien has written a kind of despairing 
hymn to her native sod and has illumi- 
nated it with mean and beautiful pictures 
taken by Fergus Bourke. . . . Her book is sad, 
searching, suffused with love and longing/' 

—Boston Sunday Globe 


"This book is O'Brien's first work of sustained 
nonfiction, and it is a remarkable piece of work ! It 
is ... a tribute to her native land> but it is the trib- 
ute of one who knows that land so intimately that 
she can write about it with blunt, even harsh, 
objectivity." —San Francisco Examiner 


"This is not a historian's picture of Ireland, but an 
artist's, someone whose selective eye celebrates as 
it mourns. This is an Ireland where men once spoke 
in bars of spondees . . . where someone else just 
back from England showed a set of false teeth that 
he swore had belonged to T. S. Eliot. The book is, 
in a sense, the lost soul of Ireland. Perhaps only 
such a country could produce such an Edna 
n ' Rr ' i ‘^ " —The New York Times 


with photographs 
by Fergus Bourke 

[Publisher's list 
price: $12.95] 
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A first-rate 
crafts book . . . 


introducing "needlepoint" with 
an imaginative new angle 

T his colorfully illustrated volume describes an 
entirely new and exciting way to apply yarn 
to canvas— trianglepoint. Consisting of one 
basic stitch, it is easy to learn and rapid to work, 
requiring no complex diagrams, no exhausting 
counting of squares and no numerical instructions. 
And, most important, trianglepoint opens up a 
vast and untapped source of designs. Some have 
been adapted from Turkish carpets and Islamic 
mosaics, others from American patchwork quilts 
and op art paintings. 

In all, 44 bold designs are shown in full color 
and each has detailed working instructions. The 
author also explains the 'Trianglepoint basics" 
(stitching the first triangle, laying the yarn, finish- 
ing, rescaling, etc.) and includes a section on mate- 
rials and a list of suppliers. 

"Because Trianglepoint can be so rapidly executed 
and so easily rescaled, the most impatient stitcher 
will be able to reproduce large-sized floor cushions, 
wall hangings and table covers in a short span 
of time." —Cleveland Plain Dealer 


[Publisher's list price: $12.95] 

PRICE TO MEMBERS: $10.95 

ONE BOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN 


I 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC. 


[ — ^ p-j ® 

MIC 


CAMP HILL, PENNSYLVANIA 17012 


PRINTED IN U.S.A. 



BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC., Camp Hill, Pa. 1701 2 


l 


054319100 


DIVIDEND 
ORDER FORM 


0 NE 243 

DIVIDEND CREDIT STATUS n 


ITEM NUMBER TITLE 


IMPORTANT: If the Book-Dividend you want calls for more credits than 
you now have — or more than you will acquire as the result of your purchases 
in the coming month — the system permits immediate shipment of the Book- 
Dividend ordered. You can make up the shortage by subsequent purchases. 


PRINTED IN U;S.A. 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, INC., Camp Hill, Pa. 17012 


MAJESTY: ELIZABETH 1 1 
AND THE HOUSE OF WINDSOR 
B0MC 243 T 1 12 JANUARY 4 

MR TEED NELSON 

25 S SEVENTH AVE APT 1 

LA GRANGE IL 60525 


will be Shipped 

UNLESS WE RECEIVE 
OTHER INSTRUCTIONS 


BEFORE 


054319100 07243 01 761124 


INSTEAD OF THE 

CURRENT SELECTION SEND ME 


IN ADDITION TO THE 

CURRENT SELECTION SEND ME 


CHECK 
BELOW IF 
YOU WISH 

NO BOOK 

SENT 

□ 


